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by  Brian  Shott  and  Josh  Brandon 

There  are  two  Tenderloins  within  the  50-block 
heart  of  San  Francisco. 
One  is  a  ring  of  wealthy  neighborhood  corridors 
dominated  by  buildings  owned  by  corporations 
that  invest  in  market-rate  apartments  and  first-class 
hotels.  These  corridors  support  thriving  commer- 
cial businesses  built  on  tourism,  where  white 
stretch  limos  mingle  with  the  taxicabs  near  theatres 
and  cinemas.  Sporting  an  opera  house,  posh  restau- 
rants, theater  and  ballet,  these  neighborhoods  are 
known  by  a  variety  of  names — Civic  Center,  Lower 
Nob  Hill,  the  Van  Ness  Corridor,  Union  Square 
West — anything  but  "the  Tenderloin." 


They  are  neighborhoods  united — at 
least,  until  recently — by  confidence  in  a 
stable  growth  for  its  cluster  of  middle-class 
communities. 

The  other  Tenderloin  lies  within  this 
ring  of  wealth.  It  is  a  neglected  dumping 
and  dying  ground  of  last  resort  tor  San 
Francisco's  poorest  residents.  Its  IS  blocks 
of  dilapidated  buildings  are  marked  by  code 
violations  and  substandard  housing,  with 
hotel  rooms  the  size  of  jail  cells  that  go  for 
apartment-rate  weekly  rents.  It  contains  12 
of  the  15  highest  crime-ridden  areas  in  the 
city.  And  its  bustling  illegal  businesses 
usually  conducted  on  the  streets  in  front  of 
vacant  storefronts,  attract  residents  from  all 
over  the  city. 

It  is  a  community  fragmented  by  fear 
and  desperation. 

These  conclusions,  among  others,  are 
the  result  of  the  Times '  four-month  investi- 
gation of  property  ownership  and  census 
records  that  uncovers  a  significant  pattern: 
corporations  own  most  of  the  expensive 
Tenderloin  properties  circling  the  inner 
core,  and  almost  all  Tenderloin  property 


owners  are  absentee  landlords,  with  many 
living  in  wealthy  suburbs  like  Palo  Alto. 
Burlingame.  and  Hillsborough. 

Our  study  uncovers  how  many  absen- 
tee landlords,  benefiting  from  a  short-sighted 
and  compliant  City  Hall,  have  carved  out  a 
ghetto  in  the  core  of  San  Francisco's  down- 
town. 

Who  Owns  the  Tenderloin? 

The  Tenderloin,  historically  defined  as 
the  50  blocks  bounded  by  Post.  Powell. 
Market,  and  Van  Ness,  contains  255  acres 
of  residences  and  businesses,  less  than  one 
percent  of  San  Francisco's  total  land  area. 
Its  prime  location,  however — centered  near 
Market  Street,  the  heart  of  downtown  busi- 
ness, and  next  door  to  the  tourist 
steppingstone  and  cable  car  depot  of  Powell 
Street — makes  its  value  greater  than  most 
other  neighborhoods. 

But  real  estate  prices  steeply  vary  from 
the  core  to  the  surrounding  corridors.  For 
instance,  the  one  block  containing  the  Nikko 
Hotel  at  222  Mason,  which  borders  the  core, 
is  assessed  at  over  $116  million.  Just  a 
block  away,  property  values  in  the  1 8-block 


core  plummet  by  as  much  as  ninefold.  The 
three  consecutive  blocks  within  Ellis  and 
Eddy  running  to  Hyde  streets  have  a  com- 
bined value  of  only  $44  million. 

This  difference  in  value  creates  more 
opportunities  for  individuals  to  own  build- 
ings in  the  heart  of  the  Tenderloin,  where 
most  of  the  smaller  and  less  expensive  lots 
are  concentrated.  These  individual  owners 
tend  to  buy  residential  and  single-room  oc- 
cupancy (SRO)  hotels,  small  below-market 
apartments,  and  buildings  with  commercial 
storefronts  with  apartment  units  above  them. 

Such  is  the  case  with  Nghia  Trinh.  who 
owns  a  building  at  the  corner  of  Leaven  worth 
and  Eddy  streets.  Five  storefront  businesses 
are  located  there:  two  fish  markets,  a  karaoke 
bar,  a  coffee  shop,  and  the  Thu  Bat  bakery. 
Upstairs  are  20  SRO  units,  which  Trinh 
leaves  half  occupied.  Rents  from  the  stores 
covers  the  building's  costs  and  the  rental 
units  provide  his  profit. 

Minh  Trinh.  his  25-year-old  son,  said 
that  his  father  bought  the  building  in  1985 
by  taking  out  a  1 5-year  loan  from  the  owner. 
He  couldn"t  go  through  a  bank  because  he 
had  no  credit,  so  he  paidacashdownpaymenl 
and  arranged  his  own  terms  by  borrowing 
from  colleagues  who  pool  their  money  in  a 
"money  club,"  a  common  practice  in  the 
Southeast  Asian  business  community. 

"In  the  early  '80s.  people  were  making 
money."  said  Minh.  "They  thought  this 
neighborhood  was  going  to  be  something.  It 
used  to  be  that  we  thought  it  would  boom 
here.  But  now  it  seems  a  downhill  slide." 

A  "For  Sale"  sign  still  hangs  on  his 
building  from  the  time  Minh' s  father  wanted 
to  sell  because  he  didn't  have  enough  stable 
renters  to  make  money  on  the  building. 
Neighboring  buildings  are  dotted  with  simi- 
lar "For  Sale"  signs.  But  since  then,  Minh 
has  found  stable  commercial  tenants  in  his 
storefronts  and  has  kept  the  studio  upstairs 
where  he  lives. 

Minh  says  his  father  "likes  the  philoso- 
phy of  living  and  working  in  the  same 
building,  like  he  did  in  Vietnam." 

Trinh.  however,  is  an  exception.  Ex- 
cept for  owners  of  condominiums  outside 
the  Tenderloin's  core,  less  than  one  percent 


of  the  housing  units  here  are  owner-occu- 
pied, compared  to  .14  percent  citywide. 

About  three-fourths ol  Tenderloin  prop- 
erty owners,  both  individual  and  corporate, 
are  based  in  San  Francisco  and  some  live 
close  to  the  properties  they  own.  But  most 
others  tend  to  live  in  other  richer  city  neigh- 
borhoods and  in  wealthy  Bay  Area  suburbs. 

Some  owners,  such  as  corporations  with 
headquarters  in  other  cities,  slates  or  coun- 
tries, are  truly  absentee  landlords.  The  Co- 
lumbia Hotel  on  O'Farrell  Street,  which  has 
had  numerous  building  code  violations  and 
was  once  used  by  the  city  for  housing  home- 
less people,  is  owned  by  investors  in  Hono- 
lulu, Hawaii.  The  parking  garage  at  34  Sh- 
coniinued  on  page  s 
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Ask  the  People 


b\  Manuel  Johnson 
Photos:  Eli  Bishop 

Why  do  you  live  in  the 
Tenderloin? 

\nnc 

lives  al  St.  Vnthom  \ 

"I  get  a  check  every 
month  and  stay  in  a  hotel 
and  when  the  money  nins 
out  I  stay  in  a  shelter  ** 


Bill]  Pierson 

Desk  Clerk,  Marlton 

Manor 

"I  live  in  the  Tenderloin 
and  I  work  here  I  like 
the  people  around  here. 
I've  known  them  for 
years.  I've  lived  and 
worked  here  tor  1 0  years. 
I  love  it  down  here  " 


Mandinka  Syess 
Age  13 

'■'Cause  its  cool  There's 

a  lot  ot  baby  kids  around 
here.  I  play  basketball  in 
Boedckkcr  Hike  going 
tothe  YMCAto  go  swim- 
ming " 


i  akesha  Smith 
Age  12 

"Well,  it's  not  my  choice, 
but  it's  alright.  I've  lived 
down  here  for  three 
years  Really.  I  don't 
like  nothing  down  here ." 


Kichard  Zamnra 
270  Turk  Street 

"I  live  here  because  of 
the  economic  situation 
I've  lived  here  for  three 
years  I  don't  like  any- 
thing here,  if  1  could 
move.  I  would  There  is 
a  lot  ol  violence  here,  a 
lot  of  problems,  and  the 
police  do  little." 

C'vlia  Silva 
270  Turk  Street 

"First  of  all.  the  rent  is 
cheap  Outside,  on  (he 
street,  its  dirty  and  crazy . 
but  in  here  it's  tranquil 
I  his  hotel  is  cheap  and 
clean  1  live  here  be- 
cause ol  that." 
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Street  Noise  is  a  "Pet  Peeve" 

Editors: 

I  have  lived  downtown  for  about  17 
years  now.  For  about  that  many  years  I  have 
developed  a  "pel  peeve'*  that  1  am  very 
surprised  I  have  never  heard  anything  about. 

Why  can*t  someone  with  a  little  knowl- 
edge about  how  to  proceed  with  something 
like  this  demand  from  the  city  a  quieter 
method  of  rubbish  removal''  For  example 
(just  to  name  a  lew): 

♦Rubber  or  plastic  padding  on  debris 
boxes; 

^Regulations  to  require  garbage  trucks 
to  have  quieter  engines  (even  jet  airliners 
could  do  it.  when  they  were  forced  to); 

♦Elimination  or  modification  of  the  back 
up  beepers  on  refuse  trucks.  Do  they 
have  to  be  that  loud  at  4  a.m.  '! 

I  am  sure  everyone  appreciates  the  ser- 
vice, but  it  seems  they  have  been  virtually 
above  the  law  for  decades,  e.g..  driving  the 
wrong  way  on  streets.  The  Bay  Area  has  led 
the  nation  in  many  environmental  issues, 
like  smoking  in  public  places,  air  pollution, 
and  noise  pollution.  How  many  citizens  have 
been  disturbed  by  this  for  countless  years, 
but  never  said  anything  or  heard  anything 
about  it? 

— Thomas  Moore 

"A  Fading  Black  Race ?" 

Editors: 

1  was  moved  and  saddened  by  your 
excellent  feature  last  month.  "A  Fading  Black 
Race?"  Whether  or  not  there  is  a  conscious 
conspiracy  against  African  Americans  in  the 
U.S..  the  powerful  and  crucial  point  of  the 
article  for  me  was  that  it  does  feel  like 
genocide  to  many  African  Americans.  As  a 
gay  male,  our  government  and  society's 
reaction  to  the  AIDS  crisis  during  the  mid- 
1980s  felt  similarly  horrifying  to  me.  One 
wonders,  can  this  really  be  happening ?  It  is 
deeply  frightening  and  infuriating  to  imag- 
ine that  one's  own  government  would  facili- 
tate the  extermination  of  a  people  simply 
because  they  are  born  different  than  the 
majority.  How  many  times  must  a  society 


Letters 


learn  that  simply  looking  the  other  way  still 
represents  participating  in  a  holocaust'' 

What  could  be  farther  from  empower- 
ment than  fighting  for  one's  life?  How  do 
we  help  each  other  change  these  feelings  of 
victimization  which  work  to  undermine  our 
every  effort?  Despite  being  white  and  en- 
joying economic  advantage  not  shared  by 
everyone.  I  cannot  pretend  lo  have  the  an- 
swer to  self  empowerment  for  myself,  much 
loss  someone  living  in  persistent  poverty.  I 
do  believe  we  must  set  our  own  standards 
for  success  which  do  not  rely  on  "outside" 
affirmation.  We  must  strive  to  hold  onto  the 
personal  power  we  do  have  and  never  let 
that  go.  1  think  it  is  the  core  message  we  hear 
in  tandem  from  people  like  Martin  Luther 
King  and  Malcolm  X.  We  must  be  respon- 
sible for  what  we  do  control  and  in  doing  so. 
I  believe  we  will  control  more. 

It  was  a  disturbing  article  indeed,  but  in 
a  strange  way  it  made  me  feel  less  alone. 
Perhaps  we  of  different  minority  groups 
need  to  continue  this  dialogue,  to  realize  we 
are  not  alone  in  the  pain,  fear  and  anger.  In 
the  end  we  may  never  change  the  fear  and 
hatred  of  society  at  large,  but  we  can  change 
our  opinions  of  ourselves  as  successful, 
empowered  people. 

-Douglas  Paxton 
Flower  Merchants'  Appeal 

Editors: 

This  is  a  letter  from  owners  of  small 
flower  shops  and  (lower  vendors  in  the  area 
affected  by  the  Farmers'  Market  located  in 
the  Civic  Center.  A  new  lease  for  the  Heart 
Of  ihe  City  Farmers'  Market  is  coming  up 
for  consideration.  We  are  protesting  the 
policy  of  the  Farmers'  Market  which  allows 
flower  vendors  lo  engage  in  the  "retail  type" 
merchandising  of  their  flowers. 

The  flower  vendors  have  Strayed  from 
selling  rough  "Farmer's  Market  type"  prod- 
ucts and  are  now  selling  designed  arrange- 
ments in  baskets,  in  vases,  with  candles  and 


hurricane  glass  globes,  etc.  We  feel  that  this 
retail  type  of  merchandising  is  not  the  origi- 
nal spirit  of  the  market.  When  will  it  stop'.' 
When  all  the  neighborhood  businesses  are 
forced  out  of  business  ' 

Christine  Adams,  manager  of  the 
farmer's  market,  will  argue  that  they  sell 
only  arrangements  during  holidays.  Well, 
we  count  on  holidays  to  make  up  for  all  the 
slow  periods  during  the  year.  We  small 
business  owners  pay  monthly  rent.  gas.  elec- 
trical, telephone,  parking  bills,  etc.  WE 
ARE  LOCALS!  WE  ARE  NOT  FROM 
ANOTHER  CITY  OR  COUNTY.  PLEASE 
HELP  US  SURVIVE! 

Please  consider  our  dilemma  before  a 
new  lease  lor  the  Farmers'  Market  is  signed. 
Keep  "retailing"  out  of  the  market. 

-Michael  Naciile 
Gerald  Beauge: 


"Dr.  Death" 

Editors: 

The  9()lh  Anniversary  of  the  Common- 
wealth Club  should  be  a  most  auspicious 
occasion,  and  one  marked  with  great  dig- 
nity! Sadly,  the  club  has  selected  a  guest 
speaker  known  in  Southeast  Asia  as  Dr. 
Death:  Henry  Kissinger.  It  was  this  man. 
along  with  President  Nixon  and  the  CIA. 
who  brought  death  and  destruction  to  once 
peaceful  Cambodia  under  its  legal  head  of 
stale,  Prince  Norodom  Sihanouk.  America 
was  torn  to  pieces  over  the  invasion  of 
Cambodia  and  the  bloodletting  of  some 
SOO.OOO  innocent  people.  The  bloodletting 
of  the  Nixon/Kissinger  despotism  in  Cam- 
bodia shocked  the  world!  When  the  Nixon/ 
Kissinger  forces  were  defeated  by  the  Khmer 
Rouge,  another  few  million  innocent  Cam- 
bodians perished!  How  much  blood  do 
these  two  men  have  on  their  hands ?  It  is 
shameful  that  San  Francisco,  which  gave 
birth  lo  the  signing  of  the  United  Nations 
Charier,  must  be  despoiled  by  Kissinger's 
appearance.  Have  we  no  shame ? 

— L.  Trox-Preovolos 


Editors'  Notes 


Again  and  agaiit  during  the  Times' 
reporting  on  the  community,  we  find 
evidence  that  the  city  uses  the  Tender- 
loin as  its  dumping  ground. 

Last  month,  we  reported  President 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Angela  Alioto 
quoting  a  member  of  the  police  depart- 
ment saying  the  Tenderloin  was  being 
used  as  a  "containment  area"  for  crimi- 
nals, the  mentally  ill,  and  the  poor. 

This  month,  we  find  that  without 
notifying  the  community,  a  jail  quietly 


opened  up  at  111  Taylor  w  ithout  any 
public  notification.  (See  story,  page  4  ). 
Can  anyone  imagine  the  city  doing  this 
to  a  middle-class  neighborhood  rather 
than  the  Tenderloin  ?  How  about  just  a 
few  blocks  away  on  Nob  Hill! 

Our  cover  story  this  month  dis- 
closes that  the  Bureau  of  Building  In- 
spection has  a  backlog  of  2,000  build- 
ings with  ongoing  housing  code  viola- 
tions, many  of  which  are  in  the 
Tenderloin's  residential  hotels.  This 
forces  people  to  live  in  rooms  without 
windows,  doors  with  no  locks,  and 
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among  rats,  roaches,  and  lice.  Again, 
would  this  level  of  neglect  be  allowed  in 
the  hotels  along  Powell  Street'.'  Some  of 
these  building  conditions  have  gone  un- 
abated for  as  long  as  10  years. 

At  press  time,  the  Tenderloin  Hous- 
ing Clinic  was  planning  to  soon  sue  the 
city  for  contracting  with  substandard 
hotels  in  the  Tenderloin  to  house  some 
of  the  city 's  poorest  residents — General 
Assistance  recipients. 

The  city's  neglect  and  unofficial 
policy  of  "containment"  in  the  Tender- 
loin just  doesn 't  work.  When  the  heart  of 
a  city  starts  to  die,  the  rest  of  the  body 
.starts  to  deteriorate,  too.  That's  just 
what's  beginning  to  happen  to  nearby 
neighborhoods  like  Lower  Nob  Hill, 
where  fed-up  residents  have  begun  to 
film  prostitutes  atid  drug  dealers  that 
are  spilling  out  from  the  inner  Tender- 
loin and  onto  their  formerly  quiet  streets. 

Merchants  and  residents  there  and 
in  other  corridor  communities  encir- 
cling the  Tenderloin  are  holding  public 
meetings,  demanding  city  action. 

What  needs  to  happen,  according 
to  one  longtime  housing  activist.  Randy 
Shaw,  is  to  attack  the  problem  at  its 
source — not  at  the  edges  where  it  spills 
over.  While  he  mentions  the  promise 
seen  in  the  almost  one-square  block  of 
family  housing  being  built  on  the  block 
of  Jones  and  Turk,  he  says  that  housing 
is  only  part  of  the  solution. 

He.  and  a  growing  number  of  oth- 
ers, are  asking  for  seed  money  to  start 
new  businesses  in  the  abandonded build- 
ings that  line  the  core  of  the  Tenderloin. 
This  would  make  the  neighborhood  start 
to  grow-,  not  w  hither,  bec  ause  it  could 
then  capture  the  tourists  and  customers 
from  nearby  neighborhoods  to  our  store- 
fronts, and  provide  much-needed  jobs 
for  our  residents,  who  struggle  to  sur- 
vive on  about  $8,000  a  year. 

It  's  time  to  invest  in  the  people  and 
the  property  of  the  Tenderloin. 

The  Tenderloin  Times  welcomes  letters  from 
our  readers.  Tell  us  your  opinions,  concerns  and 
ideas. 
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Read  My  Lips! 

Communiry  CommcnraRq 

Homelessnesscertainly  is  a  major  prob- 
lem in  San  Francisco  and  many  other  cities 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Lately  my  friends  and  I  have  discussed 
this  issue.  Many  of  us  agreed  the  presence 
Ol  homeless  people  all  over  downtown  hurts 
this  city's  major  business:  tourism. 

Certainly,  visitors  who  come  to  San 
Francisco  are  not  prepared  to  see  as  many 
homeless  people  as  they  do.  But  my  visiting 
friends  are  also  shocked  by  something  they 
often  consider  to  be  just  as  disturbing — 
boarded  up  buildings. 

There  is  definitely  a  link  between  the 
two  problems.  For  years  we  tried  to  solve 
homelessness  without  success.  Mayor  Jor- 
dan who  got  elected  because  he  promised  to 
Like  care  of  the  homeless  is  as  helpless. 
Why.  because  there  arc  thousands  of  people 
who  have  no  place  to  live.  At  the  same  time, 
hundreds  of  buildings  are  boarded  up.  empty 
and  an  eyesore  to  everyone. 

These  buildings  arc  reduced  to  empty 
shells  or  just  a  hole  in  the  ground  (as  the 
former  International  Hotel  on  Kearny  Street ) 
because  of  raw  real  estate  speculation.  Prop- 
erty owners  bought  these  properties  years 
ago  for  pennies  and  hope  to  make  an  im- 
mense profit  once  the  area  is  improved. 
They  would  not  contribute  to  the  improve- 
ment: they  just  want  to  take  advantage  of  the 
efforts  made  by  local  residents,  businesses 
and  the  city.  Like  parasites,  they  keep  wait- 
ing. And  to  make  future  sales  as  easy  as 
possible,  they  do  not  want  tenants  who 
could  slow  down  the  transaction. 

Here's  what  the  city  can  do  about  it 
The  answer  could  be  a  board-up  permit  fee. 
The  idea  is  not  to  penalize  owners  who 
renovate.  The  target  are  the  buildings  which 
are  boarded  up  for  years.  The  fee  scheme 
could  be  a  stepped  fee  schedule  which  would 
start  small  and  rise  each  month  the  property 
is  Id  I  abandoned.  At  its  height  and  if  the  fee 
is  not  paid  within  30  days,  the  city  could 
take  steps  to  foreclose  the  property.  If  there 
is  no  buyer,  the  building  or  the  lot  becomes 
city  property. 

This  proposal  targets  the  passive  real 
estate  speculator  who  does  not  contribute  to 


the  welfare  of  the  city.  Now  what  would  the 
city  do  with  buildings  and  lots  it  gets  from 
this  plan'.'  They  should  remain  city  assets 
that  could  be  leased  to  groups  or  organiza- 
tions that  commit  themselves  to  low-cost 
housing. 

Like  parasites,  they  keep 
waiting.  And  to  make  future 
sales  as  easy  as  possible, 
they  do  not  want  tenants  who 
could  slow  down  the  trans- 
faction.  

All  that  we  have  to  do  is  something 
courageous.  Not  just  for  the  benefit  of  the 
homeless,  but  to  support  one  of  our  major 
sources  of  income:  tourism 

Let's  gel  rid  of  the  real  estate  parasites 
who  prey  on  the  city  and  on  all  ol  us. 

-Jean  Pierre  Sahman 

The  Times  welcomes  community  com- 
mentary. If  von  have  an  opinion  on  issues 
concerning  the  Tenderloin,  write  to  The 
Times  at  its  temporary  address:  146 
Leavenworth  St.  SF.  CA  94102 


Opinions  on  how  to  maintain  affordable  housing 
while  economically  revitalizing  the  Tenderloin: 


Officer  Joe  Garrih 
Tenderloin  Task  Force 

"We  need  businesses  and  jobs.  We  need 
Small  businesses  to  relocate  in  the  area. 
That  way  you  could  have  the  employee  live, 
work,  and  shop  in  the  area.  Its  difficult  now 
because  of  the  economic  situation  and  crime. 
But  its  like  fishing,  you  need  to  be  patient. 

We  need  businesses,  but  first  we  need  to 
solve  the  crime  problem.  There 's  not  mm  li 
more  we  can  do  now.  You  know,  there's 
open  dealing  in  the  streets.  We  've  already 
made  700  arrests  this  month  and  we  don 't 
have  anv  place  to  put  them  The  jails  arc 
overcrowded  and  there's  nomone\  out  there 
Coming  from  the  state.  The  only  thing  Cali- 
fornia has  a  surplus  of  now  is  felons. " 

Ted  Dienstfrey,  director  of  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Housing 

"/  think  that  additional  families  (refer- 
ring tO  new  housing  projects)  will  bring 
stability  to  the  neighborhood.  It  will  bring 
purchasing  power  to  the  community. " 


Rand\  Shaw,  director  of  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic 

"/ don  'l  think  the  new  housing  is  going 
to  solve  the  problems  of  crime  and  safety, 
hut  I  hope  these  tenants  will  be  involved  in 
community  action  to  solve  these  problem  s.  " 

Val  Steinberg,  director  of  the  North  of 
Market  Development  Corporation 

"The  best  way  of  creating  economic 
development  while  at  the  same  lime  having 
affordable  housing  is  b\  providing  tax  breaks 
for  non-profit  organ/rations,  so  they  can 
provide  cheap  housing  for  those  who  really 
need  it.  Also,  the  slate  should  provide  addi- 
tional funds  for  program  s  such  a  s  the  Eddy 
Market  Place.  In  order  to  have  a  spontane- 
ous economic  development  for  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  is  crucial  to  have  assistance 
from  outside  funding.  It  is  also  <  rudal  to 
keep  the  funding  taming  ome  the  project  is 
under  way.  " 

— Rattany  Hort.  Tho  Do  and  Manuel 
Johnson  contributed  to  this  report 


GRAFFICK 
NATWICKS 


&  1  &  2  Color  Printing 

0  Customized  Continuous  Forms 
&  Letterhead,  Envelopes 
&  Slock  Computei  Paper 
0  Business  Cards 
&  Newsletters 
&  Invitations 
0  Copies 
Clark  Nat  wick.  Owner/Operator 
AFUCIO  Member  40  Years 


240  Golden  Gate  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  441-0878 

(Basorvrm  of  S.E1U.  Building) 


MEN,  RECEIVE  UP  TO  $3,675 


Upcoming  U.S.D.A.  nutrition  study 
examines  the  role  of  the  mineral  Selenium. 

Paid  volunteers  must  be  1 8-45  years  old, 
healthy,  non-smokers,  drug/medication  free, 
normal  weight  and  able  to  live  at  the  Western 
Human  Nutrition  Research  Center,  Presidio  of 
San  Francisco  for  120  days  (24  hours/day) 
starting  4/19/93.  Interested?  Call  Bionetics 
Recruiting  at  (415)  556-2174,  8:30-3:30,  M-F 


Rediscover  Your  YMCA! 


•  Hotel 

Daily  &  Weekly  Rates 

•Seniors  Program 

Fitness  Classes 
Strength  Training 
Language  Lessons 
Monthly  Dances 
Trips 

•Literacy  School 

For  Native  Chinese  and 
Spanish  speakers 
learning  English 

•Cafe  Central 

Serving  Breakfast  and  Lunch 


0entra/  y 


Serving  our  Community  for  over  80  years 


Central  YMCA 
220  Golden  Gate 

(@  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94102 

(415)  885-0460 


•  Fitness  Programs 

Aerobics 
Aquatics 
Cardiac  Therapy 
Weight  Equipment 
Nautilus  &  Life  Circuit 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Badminton 
Strength  Training 

•Theater 
•Youth  Programs 

After  School  (ages6-l2) 
Tenderloin  Improvement 

Project  (middle  school 

employment  training) 
Gift  It  Gyrlz  (drill  team) 


All  this  and  more  at  your  Community  Center! 
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News  Briefs 


A  Jail  in  the  Loin? 


i>\  Barbara  Fcrrj 

An  apartment  building  at  Taylor  and  Turk  streets  quietly  opened  up  last  month  as  San 
Francisco's  first  privately  run  jail  lor  holding  prisoners  who  are  awaiting  their  eourt  dates. 

Eclectic  Communications  Inc.  (1(1)  ol  Ventura.  California  will  hold  up  to  50  people 
accused  of  felonies  at  its  site  at  I  I  I  Taylor  Street,  according  to  Kevin  Foster,  director  of 
Alternative  Custody  Programs  lor  the  San  Francisco  Sheriffs  Office.  ECI.  which  already 
runs  a  drug  rehabilitation  program  for  parolees  in  the  building,  will  be  reimbursed  at  a  rate 
of  S57  per  detainee  per  day.  said  Kevin  Foster,  adding  that  overcrowding  in  the  county  jail 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  $300  per  day.  as  well  as  the  need  for  drug  rehabilitation  programs,  made 
the  private  company  an  attractive  alternative.  "The  other  choice  we  have  is  for  people  to 
sleep  under  toilets  or  else  be  released  on  their  own  recognizance  by  the  judge  and  then  not 
show  up  for  court."  he  said. 

It  is  unclear  whether  the  conversion  from  a  residence  to  a  jail  requires  a  special  permit 
or  public  hearing.  Eugene  Coleman,  citizen  participation  specialist  for  the  City  Planning 
Department,  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  review  ol  the  jail's  potential  impact  on  the 
Tenderloin.  The  building  is  zoned  as  group  housing.  Coleman  said.  "This  hasn't  been  done 
before  and  we're  awaiting  an  interpretation  from  the  zoning  administrator"  about  whether 
"group  housing"  can  be  used  for  a  detainment  center. 

Richard  Allman.  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition,  said.  "Public  officials  treat  the  Tenderloin  as  a  containment  area  for  so  many 
things  that  the  rest  of  the  city  doesn't  want  to  deal  with.  To  locate  this  high  impact  facility 
in  the  Tenderloin  without  consulting  with  community  groups  is  a  continuation  of  this 
disrespect  in  the  extreme." 

Foster  said  he  expected  that  detainees,  selected  by  the  court,  would  start  being  sent  to 
the  Taylor  Street  site  in  March.  1993.  Once  there,  they  will  be  kept  under  24-hour 
surveillance  by  unarmed  guards,  and  allowed  to  leave  the  building  only  for  court  appear- 
ances and  medical  emergencies.  The  guards  will  be  unarmed  because  the  sheriffs  depart- 
ment wants  to  avoid  the  risk  of  inmates  seizing  the  guards'  guns. 

The  Sheriffs  Chief  of  Staff  Eileen  Hirst  said  she  expected  most  of  the 
detainees  selected  for  the  program  would  be  people  accused  of  theft  or 
drug  offenses.  "We  won't  be  sending  any  1 87s  (homicides)  over 
there."  she  said. 

ECI  runs  detention  facilities  for  parole  viola- 
tors and  illegal  immigrants  and  work  fur- 
lough programs  around  California. 
Harvey  Mayer,  who  admin- 


To  handle  overflow 
from  San  Francisco's 
overcrowded  jails,  the 
Sheriff's  Department 
quietly  opened  in  mid- 
March  a  privately  run 
jail  in  the  apartment 
building  at  1 1 1  Taylor 
Street  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 
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isters  the  Taylor  Street  program,  refused  to  comment. 

Some  Tenderloin  business  owners  expressed  reservations  that  the  community  had  not 
been  consulted  or  informed  about  the  jail. 

Rick  Wilkinson,  owner  of  the  Albatross  Bookstore  at  1 66  Eddy  Street,  said  he  supported 
the  idea  of  alternative  custody,  but  wondered  why  the  sheriff  had  chosen  the  Tenderloin  as 
the  site  of  its  first  program. 

"These  programs  have  got  to  be  tried."  Wilkinson  said.  "But  the  Tenderloin  needs 
economic  development  and  it  is  always  getting  dumped  on."  detracting  from  the  business 
climate  of  the  Tenderloin. 

State  Grant  Spurs  Crime 
Prevention  Programs  in  TL 


By  Dan  Field 

Competing  among  a  field  of  16  coun- 
ties statewide,  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  (SFPD)  recently  won  $5(M).(M)() 
in  state  funds  to  fight  blight  and  crime  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

The  grant  approaches  the  "crime  prob- 
lem" in  a  new  way.  Rather  than  just  empha- 
sizing increased  law  enforcement,  the  money 
is  intended  for  murals  and  other  community 
projects,  street  cleaning,  safety  awareness 
workshops  for  seniors,  and  drug  education 
for  teens. 

"It's  the  first  time  anyone  has  been 
awarded  this  kind  of  grant  in  the  State  of 
California,"  said  project  supervisor  Police 
Lieutenant  Lawrence  Ryan.  "It  certainly 
ranks  up  there  with  the  highest  grants  the 
SFPD  has  ever  received." 

The  "Operation  Revitalization"  grant 
is  modeled  after  the  federal  "Weed/Seed" 
program  initiated  in  Atlanta.  That  program 
Vi  >is  criticized  because  the  focus  was  prima- 
rily on  increased  criminal  arrests  and  pros- 
ecutions and  verv  little  money  actually  went 


to  social  service  agencies. 

With  the  "Operation  Revitalization" 
grant,  three  Tenderloin  social  service  agen- 
cies are  guaranteed  $38,000  each:  North  of 
Market  Senior  Services  ( NOMSS ).  the  Viet- 
namese Youth  Development  Center,  and 
The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
(NOMPC). 

Vera  Haile,  director  of  NOMSS.  plans 
to  use  the  money  to  "strengthen  the  ties 
between  the  younger  and  older  residents  in 
the  Tenderloin."  To  this  end.  the  grant  fi- 
nances an  intergenerational  program  that 
pairs  NOMSS  with  the  Vietnamese  Youth 
Development  Center.  Youth  will  be  involved 
in  arts  and  recreation  programs  with  the 
seniors,  translating,  and  crime  prevention 
activities  such  as  escorting  seniors  in  the 
neighborhood. 

NOMPC  will  use  its  $38,000  to  coordi- 
nate both  landlord/tenant  trainings  and  help 
create  resident  advocacy  groups  to  lobby 
City  Hall  to  more  aggressively  enforce  hous- 
ing codes.  Tenants  will  be  trained  to  iden- 
tify code  violations  and  work  with  city 

continued  next  page 


GLIDE  CHURCH 
LAUNCHES  NEW 
HOUSING  PROJECT 


Glide 
Church's 
Reverend 
Cecil  Williams 
presented  this 
model  of  a 
nine-story 
building  he 
would  like  to 
create  to 
house  Glide's 
clients  on  the 
parking  lot 
next  to  his 
church. 
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by  Michael  Guy  ton 

Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  at  Glide 
Memorial  Church,  hopes  that  housing  he 
wants  to  build  on  a  parking  lot  at  333  Taylor 
next  to  his  church  will  mean  fewer  people 
waiting  in  lines  for  food  and  overnight  shel- 
ter in  the  Tenderloin. 

"We  want  to  move  people  away  from 
paternalism  to  independence,"  said  Rev. 
Williams  at  a  public  meeting  on  March  1 2  at 
Glide's  Freedom  Hall.  To  a  dozen  people. 
Rev.  Williams  presented  a  model  of  the 
proposed  nine-story  building  that  could 
house  as  many  as  1 80  people  and  answered 
concerns  posed  by  different  Tenderloin  or- 
ganizations. Rev  .  Williams  called  the  pub- 
lic meeting  together  by  sending  out  invita- 
tion letters  to  Tenderloin  property  owners. 

Bill  Marotta.  a  member  of  Save  Our 
Streets,  a  Tenderloin  group  of  residents  and 
rncrchants.  stood  up  before  the  group  to  say 
that  he  feared  the  complex  would  be  a 
magnet  for  crime.  He  said  that  most  of  the 
shelters  in  the  Tenderloin  attract  people 
who  deal  dope  and  commit  most  of  the 
neighborhood's  muggings. 

Marotta  also  handed  out  an  informa- 
tion packet  detailing  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition's  (NOMPC)  claims  that 
the  project  would  adversely  affect  the  Ten- 
derloin. The  group,  with  a  membership  of 
more  than  500.  argues  the  project  would 
lead  to  a  further  dwindling  of  much-needed 
parking  in  the  Tenderloin.  Instead  of  con- 


structing a  new  housing  project,  the  group 
says.  Glide  Church  should  renovate  the 
neighborhood's  many  condemned  build- 
ings. 

In  response.  Rev.  Williams  stressed 
that  the  project  will  not  be  a  shelter  but 
instead  permanent  housing  for  people  en- 
rolled in  Glide's  social  service  programs: 
single  mothers  with  children,  people  recov- 
ering from  crack  addiction  and  domestic 
abuse,  and  people  who  are  HIV  positive. 
The  housing  would  give  them  a  chance  to 
totally  reconstruct  their  lives,  said  Rev. 
Williams.  To  solve  the  neighborhood's  park- 
ing shortage.  Rev.  Wiliams  offered  to  buy 
vacant  Tenderloin  lots  and  turn  them  into 
parking.  There  are  approximately  30  vacant 
lots  in  the  Tenderloin,  according  to  research 
by  The  Tenderloin  Times. 

The  $9  million  project  is  in  very  pre- 
liminary stages.  Rev.  Williams  estimated 
that  it  could  take  as  long  as  fouryears  before 
actual  construction  begins.  He  is  how  try- 
ing to  secure  financing  for  the  project  by 
offering  tax  credits  to  potential  investors. 

The  proposed  project  would  consist  of 
108  three-room  suites,  each  with  a  bath- 
room and  kitchenette.  Rev.  Williams  said 
he  doesn't  see  any  problems  with  housing 
people  from  such  divergent  backgrounds  in 
the  same  living  facility  because,  as  he 
states.  "Glide  already  serves  people  from  so 
many  different  backgrounds  that  housing 
them  in  the  same  facility  would  be  an  exten- 
sion of  this." 


Federal  Jobs  Program 
Urged  to  Reduce  Poverty 


by  Rattany  Hort 

In  today's  economic  climate,  voters 
may  have  thought  President  Clinton's  $30 
billion  Economic  Stimulus  Package  was 
big  and  daring.  But  a  local  Tenderloin- 
based  nonprofit  with  a  host  of  supporters 
are  asking  that  Clinton  go  farther  to  create 
jobs  for  unemployed  people. 

The  Campaign  to  Abolish  Poverty 
(CAP),  with  endorsers  ranging  from  non- 
profit organizations  such  as  San  Francisco 
Network  Ministries  in  the  Tenderloin  to  the 
Mixed  Race  People  of  Color,  wants  Clinton 
to  put  2  million  people  back  to  work  build- 
ing bridges,  highways,  and  other  infrastruc- 
ture through  a  $50  billion  federal  jobs  pro- 
gram. 

"Unless  stronger  steps  are  taken,  there 
is  little  reason  to  believe  that  economic 
growth  underCIinton  will  be  any  better  than 
under  Reagan  and  Bush."  said  Wade 
Hudson,  founder  of  CAP.  He  explained  that 
Clinton's  economic  package  would  put  8 
million  people  back  to  work  in  the  private 
sector,  but  that  millions  more  need  to  be 
employed  through  public  service  work. 

At  a  February  27  meeting,  more  than 
80  people  gathered  at  the  First  Unitarian 
Church  of  San  Francisco  to  hear  Congress- 
woman  Nancy  Pelosi's  office  respond  to 


the  proposal,  as  well  as  a  host  of  commen- 
tators, including  UC  Berkeley  economist 
Julianne  Malveaux  and  Reverend  Glenda 
Hope,  whose  group  San  Francisco  Network 
M  inisiries  provides  practical  support  to  low- 
income  people  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Responses  to  the  plan  ranged  from  the 
spiritual  to  the  pragmatic. 

Michael  Yaki,  aide  to  U.S.  Represen- 
tative Pelosi,  used  the  meeting  as  an  oppor- 
tunity to  whip  up  support  for  Clinton's 
Economic  Stimulus  Package  that  proposes 
to  fund  counties  and  cities  to  build  bridges 
and  roads,  fix  schools  and  give  tax  credits  to 
inner  cities  as  a  first  step  toward  accom- 
plishing CAP's  proposal. 

"If  we  cannot  win  that  vote  or  cannot 
convince  our  friends  or  neighbors  and  people 
across  the  country  that  this  is  a  plan  worth 
supporting,  you  can  tell  what  kind  of  fight 
we're  going  to  have  on  the  campaign  to 
abolish  poverty."  said  Yaki. 

Rev.  Hope,  who  sees  firsthand  the  hu- 
man suffering  wrought  by  unemployment 
in  the  Tenderloin,  said  it  was  important  to 
take  a  stand  against  poverty.  "We  are  knit- 
ted together  in  the  web  of  life,  in  the  fabric 
of  life.  Wherever  that  fabric  is  weakened  or 
torn,  it  will  come  back  to  me  and  you,"  said 
Hope. 


Hyde  Street  Tenants  Unite  To  Fight  For  Better  Conditions 


Pearsonia 
Apartment 
tenants,  some 
of  whom  have 
lived  in  the 
apartment 
buidling  for 
decades, 
some  who 
have  just 
arrived  from 
Mexico  or 
Vietnam, 
come  together 
in  the 
building's 
stairwell  to 
take  back 
their  home 
from  un- 
wanted 
intruders  and 
from  deterio- 
rating 
conditions. 
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"Operation  Revitalization" 


continued  from  page  4 

agencies  including  the  police,  health  and 
fire  departments,  and  building  inspectors  to 
address  these  violations.  In  addition,  the 
money  will  allow  NOMPC  to  press  lor 
more  family  housing  in  the  Tenderloin. 

For  its  part,  the  Police  Department  will 
provide  an  additional  1,300  hours  of  uni- 
formed police  patrols  through  the  end  of 
this  year  and  another  1.300  hours  of 
plainclothes  undercover  officers. 

The  gram  a\so  provides  for  one  senior 
probation  officer  to  "intensely  supervise" 
25  probationers  in  the  Tenderloin.  Most 
probation  off  icers  must  look  after  up  to  400 
individuals  at  a  time,  making  any  kind  of 
'intense  supervision"  all  but  impossible. 

Other  new  services  will  include  25 
days  of  videotaped  and  photographed  "buy- 
bust"  operations  throughout  the  Tenderloin 
by  the  Narcotics  Division  of  the  Police 
Department,  the  upgrading  of  all  existing 
200-watt  street  lights  to  400  watts,  and  a 


program  which  will  bring  in  six  prisoners  ol 
the  Sheriffs  Work  Alternative  Program  to 
wash  walls,  sweep  streets,  and  paint  build- 
ings. 

"Pulling  all  emphasis  on  law  enforce- 
ment, you  get  a  quick  fix,  "  said  Su/anne 
Gau  tier  of  San  Francisco  SAFE,  Inc.  "With 
this  program,  there's  more  potential  tor 
long-term  ef  fects." 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT 

Oversee  rentup  and  operation  of 
new  housing  in  downtown  S.F. 
Background  in  social  services/ 
housing  programs.  Bilingual  a  plus. 
B.A.  or  equivalent  required.  Excel- 
lent salary/  benefits.  Send  resume 
to: 

EPMI  3236  Stone  Valley  Road, 
Suite  210,  Alamo  CA  94507 


Amenex 

Insurance  Agency 

San  Francisco 

Auto  •  Life  •  Home  •  Business 

Motorcycle  •  Heuith 
•  CA  Auto  Assigned  Rd<  Plan 
•  All  Types  of  Bonds 
•  Most  Commercial  & 
Professional  Liability 


Open  10  am-6  pm,  Mon.-Fri. 
Noon-3  pm.  Saturdays 

Call 
(415)  391-4491 


Shopping  for  your  convenience 
Parking  at  4th/Mission 

ft  Financing  Available 


Churches  of  Christ, 
Scientists 
in  San  Francisco 


All  are  welcome  to 
attend  a  neighborhood 
Christian  Science 
Church  any 
Sunday 

California  and  Franklin  Sts  11AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (English)  10:30AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (Spanish)  9:00AM 

1250  Haight  St  11AM 

300  Funston  Ave.  (at  clement)  10AM 

450  0'Farrell  St  11AM 

175  junipero  Serra  Blvd...  11AM  &  8  PM 
3030  Judah  St.  at  36th  Ave....  10: 30AM 

We  Teach  the  Ever  Availability 
of  Spiritual  Healing 


HAVE  YOU  LOST 
A  SPOUSE  IN 
THE  LAST  SIX 
MONTHS? 


University  of  California  researchers 
seek  subjects  aged  21-55  who 
have  sustained  the  death  of  a 
spouse  between  two  and  six 
months  ago. 

This  study  is  not  appropriate  for 
persons  who  have  current  prob- 
lems with  drugs,  alcohol  or  binge- 
eating,  or  who  suffer  from  serious 
mental  disorders  that  have  required 
hospitalization. 

Reimbursement  is  provided. 

II/"*  Call  Jlllian  Tallmer 
UCbp  at 

°r  476-7608 

Langley  Porter  Psychiatric  Institute 
Study  directed  by  Mardl  J.  Horowitz.  M  O. 


by  Julie  (iilden 

Fed  up  with  "street  crimes"  in  their 
hallways,  tenants  of  the  Pearsonia  Apart- 
ments are  organizing  to  take  baek  their 
building  by  breathing  new  life  into  their 
tenants'  association. 

Drawing  together  a  diverse  group  ol 
tenants  hailing  from  San  hrancisco.  Yemen. 
Korea.  Vietnam,  and  Mexico  at  a  recent 
tenants'  association  meeting  in  a  third-floor 
hallway,  tenants  of  40 1  Hyde  Street  began 
to  organize  to  prevent  the  Pearsonia  from 
going  the  way  of  neighboring  apartment 
buildings.  Tenants  have  had  to  call  police 
19  times  in  the  past  four  months,  and  they 
fear  that  crime  from  the  street  and  neighbor- 
ing buildings  could  spill  into  the  Pearsonia 
One  nearby  building,  lor  example,  was  the 
source  of  300  policecalls  since  last  Novem- 
ber. Police  confirm  tenants'  tears  of  the 
potential  lor  rising  trouble  in  their  building, 
saying  the  400  block  of  Hyde  is  one  of  the 
hardest  hit  by  crime. 

"We  are  sitting  ducks  lor  all  the  street 
traffic  who  use  our  building  to  turn  tricks 
and  sell  drugs — not  to  mention  prey  on 
elderly  and  non-English  speaking  tenants," 
said  Brad  Bostick.  an  exasperated  resident 
of  the  Pearsonia  for  37  years.  "We  could 
use  a  full-time  guard  here." 

Increasingly,  residents  have  been  ac- 
costed in  the  halls  by  strangers.  A  young 
Vietnamese  man  who  asked  not  to  be  iden- 
tified described  how  he  managed  to  l  ight  off 
a  would-be  robber,  pushing  his  attacker 
aside  and  running  to  his  apartment. 

Residents  also  complain  they  are  fre- 


quently followed  into  their  building  by 
strangers  who  push  past  them  as  they  un- 
lock the  building's  gate  and  front  door.  "I 
can't  help  letting  people  follow  me  in — I 
don't  want  to  antagonize  them."  said  Dao 
Ho.  45.  "Who  knows  what  they  might  do  to 
me?"  Ho  said  his  cousin  saw  a  fight  be- 
tween two  people,  one  of  w  hom  she  thought 
was  a  prostitute.. 

Tenants  also  said  the  mailboxes,  which 
are  located  just  inside  the  locked  front  door, 
have  been  broken  into  so  many  limes  they 
can  be  easily  opened  without  keys. 

As  a  result,  according  to  tenants,  im- 
portant documents  and  checks  have  been 
stolen  during  the  past  several  months  I  'en- 
ants  claimed  that  manager  Laura  C'halee 
and  owner  Eugenia  Hitovitch  have  been 
unresponsive  to  repeated  pleas  to  repair  the 
boxes. 

In  addition  to  security  concerns,  ten- 
ants at  the  meeting  also  complained  about 
trash  in  the  utility  hall,  crumbling  plastei 
around  bathroom  fixtures,  and  squatters 
storing  their  possessions  in  the  basement 

But  management  defends  its  record. 
Building  managerChatleesaidol  the  seem- 
ingly free  flow  of  street  traffic  into  the 
building.  "I  try  not  to  discriminate. 
Whoever's  got  a  key  shouldn't  let  others 
in." 

Management  also  defended  taking  lout 
months  to  repair  the  mailboxes,  saying  il 
had  to  make  expensive  repairs  on  the  build- 
ing. Chaffee  said  the  property  owner  had  to 
pay  $3,000  to  repair  a  dram  because  a  va- 
grant jammed  bottles  down  the  dram  pipe 
from  the  roof. 


HAMBURGERS  *  TERIYAKI  *  EGG  ROLLS  *  OMELETTES 


NAM  THANH 


499  Ellis  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
292-4986 


OUR     CLASSICS.     YOUR  STYLE 


J  fie  Tt/h^UiLfHsh.  TvfH^l  S 


happeNiNg/ 

What's  Up  and  When 


vi/ioN  O  voice/ 


/ociaLiziM 
/eNior/ 

APRIL  13 

Build  a  Senior  Agenda: 

Help  the  Senior  Services  Plan 
Task  Force  develop  a  five-year 
plan  for  senior  services. 
Chinatown,  North  Beach  and 
the  Central  City  will  meet  at  jfa 
the  Hilton  Hotel  (O'Farrell 
and  Mason  Streets)  at  9:00 
a.m.  Donation  of  $1 .25 
for  seniors.  Guests  under 
60,  $3  00  Phone  Ann 
Chung  at  (415)  982- 
0171  or  Vera  Haile  at 
(415)  885-2274  for 
more  info 


Singing  in  the 
Rain: 

Children 
endured  rainy 
weather  during 
last  year's 
annual 
Walkathon  to 
benefit 
Tenderloin 
children.  This 
year's 
Walkathon 
takes  place 
April  18. 

Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 


for  parent/  0  kid/ 

APRIL  18 

T  h  eSixth  Annual  Tenderloin 
Walkathon:  Join  the  Bay 
Area  Women's  Resource 
Center  and  the  Tenderloin 
Youth  Advocates  in  raising 
money  for  the 
children  of  the 
Tenderloin.  Begins 
at  Civic  Center  at 
1 :00  p.m.  (registra- 
tion at  noon)  and 
ends  with  a  Neighborhood 
Fair  on  Ellis  and  Hyde  streets. 


Jennie  S.  Yee  (top)  as  Aspara 
spirit  and  Earlene  Somera 
(bottom)  as  Tual  Kan  in  "Tual 
Kan's  Journey"  playing  at 

EXITheatre  until  April  3. 

Photo  Laurie  Gallant 


MARCH  29  -  April  3 
EXITheatre:  presentation  of  a 
symbolic  visual  drama  with 
masks,  props,  costumes  and 
visual  design  about  a  Cambodian 
woman's  struggle  to  survive  in 
the  United  States— "Tual  Kan's 
Journey".  Written  and  directed 
by  Mark  Knego,  this  play  will  be 
presented  in  English.  Two  perfor- 
mances will  be  translated  into 
Cambodian.  For  more  info,  call 
(415)  673-3847.  Tickets  are  $10 
(Thursdays  are  "Pay  What  You 
Can"). 

APRIL  1 

"Food  Taboos  in  the  Land 
of  the  Dead":  a  Lorraine 
Hansberry  Theater  and  Cultural 
Odyssey  presentation  of  a  charac- 
ter study  of  an  African-American 
woman  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  Directed  by  Rhodessa 
Jones  and  performed  by  the 
Medea  Project— a  theater  work- 
shop for  female  inmates  of  the 
San  Bruno  County  Jail  .  For  more 
info,  call  (415)474-8800. 


APRIL  5 

Poetry:  Poetry  reading  by  James 
Ubriaco,  at  7:15  p.m.  in  the  Gallery 
of  the  Luggage  Store,  1007  Market 
St.  Open-mike  readings  to  follow 
Phone  (415)  255-7421  for  more 
info  Free 


APRIL  2  -  APRIL  8 
Film:  "From  Hollywood  To 
Hanoi,"  a  film  by  Tiana  Thi  Thanh 
Nga,  about  the  film-maker's  life 
and  her  family's  pursuit  of  the 
"American  Dream."  Playing  at  the 
Roxie  Cinema,  31 17  16th  St.  For 
more  info  call  (415)  863-1087. 


April  16 

Hospitality  House's  26th 
Anniversary  Celebration 
and  The  Tenderloin  Times' 
"Tender  Champs"  Awards: 

Come  join  Hospitality  House  in 
celebrating  its  26th  year  in  the 
Heart  of  San  Francisco  and  the  The 
Tenderloin  Times  in  its  "Tender 
Champs"  Awards  Ceremony  For 
more  info,  phone  (41 5)  749-2145. 


MARCH  29-  MAY  1 
American  I  ndian  Contemporary 
Arts:  "The  Sobmoloc  Show/  Co- 
lumbus Wohs,"  a  visual  commen- 
tary on  the  Columbus  Quincen- 
tennial  from  the  perspective  of 
America's  First  People  The  show  is 
curated  by  Jaune  Quick-to-See 
Smith,  internationally  known 
contemporary  artist  and  member  of 
the  Flathead  Tribe.  Located  in  the 
Monadnock  Building  at  685  Market 
St.,  Suite  250.  (Gallery  hours  are 
Tuesday  through  Saturday,  10:00 
a.m. -5:30  p.m.)  For  more  info,  call 
(415)  495-7600 


Poetry  &  Prose 


Greatness 

"Street  Girl"  eats,  plays. 
And  throws  litter  all  over. 

So.  what  do  you  do? 

Charles  H.  Ray 

Lunchtime 

A  cop  sits  in  his  police  car 
eating  a  candy  bar 

Two  homeless  men  with  shopping  carts  comb  their  hair 

I  stop  into  a  counter  for  root  beer  -  so  good 

Return 

They're  still  combing 

with  an  energy  that  is  photography  material 
while  some  plan  tonight's  supper,  miss  this 
time  at  lunch 

Rhett  Stuart 


ALL  THOSE 

(Recovering  addict) 

To  all  those  I  hurt  in  the  past  years 
All  I  can  do  is  shed  much  tears 
I  was  an  addict  and  some  of  you  were  too 
That  does  not  excuse  me,  not  even  you. 

Forgive  me,  if  you  find  it  in  your  heart 
If  you  can,  then  for  me.  it's  a  new  start 
If  you  can't  and  maybe  if  you  try 
I  know  1  did  what  1  could,  if  I  should  die. 

I'm  much  too  old  and  I'm  remembering  the  past 
The  hurt  I  caused  for  me  will  last 
A  recovering  addict  is  a  tough  road 
But  I  must  travel  it  before  I'm  too  old. 

I  now  love  you  all,  maybe  I'm  too  late 
But  the  love  I  must  give,  I  must  not  wait 
God  forgive  me  for  what  I  have  done 
So  much  hurt  in  my  lifetime,  to  none. 

Willie  Forks 


Poem  of  Sanity  and  Poverty 
She  was  waiting 

beside  herself 
for^adness,  and  money 

she  found, 
sanity  and  poverty; 

she  envisioned  her  place 

on  the  street 

walking,  back  and  forth 
near  to  a  stop  light, 

where  evening  enveloped 
welcoming  warmth; 
and  her  light  of  winter  morning 
where  the  sun  is  hidden 

like  red  light  blazing 
from  her  chill  eyes: 

during  another  evening 

of  walk-waiting 

in  a  mere  dream. 
Jerry  Miley 


It #s  the  radio  station 
your  mother  always 
warned  you  about. 

( And  if  that's  not  a  good  enough  reason  to  listen ,  nothing  is.) 


7/U  ToHAviLoyAy,  Tv*H«  6 


Food  Page 


meal  ticket 


Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522 

Jones  Street.  Dishes  from  scratch 
and  fresh  to  order,  including 
strawberry  pancakes,  yogurt, 
juices,  coffee  and  soup.  Lunch 
specials  offer  pizzas,  pastas  and 
more.  Senior  discount  menu  is 
available  from  9:30am  -  11am. 
Price  range:  $1.25  -  $8.  Open  7 
days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All  day  break- 
fasts. Sat.  and  Sun.  lunches  from 
11:30  am  -  2  pm  and  breakfast 
from  7am- lpm.  885-2767. 

Due  Ky  Resturant 

492  Ellis  Street.  A  top  vote-getter 
in  the  1989  Tenderloin  Times  res- 
taurant contest.  Items  includecat- 
fish  hot  &  sour  soup,  seafood  fire 
pot,  a nd  ba rbec ued  por  k  over  rice . 
Price  range:  $3-  $4.75.  Open  7 
days,  9am-9pm.  928-5188. 

Nam  Thanh  Restaurant -499  Ellis 
(at  Leavenworth).  A  new  Ameri- 
can corner  cafe  with  hunger- 
quenching,  affordable  meals. 
Dishes  include  3  eggrolls  for  only 
a  buck,  3-egg  omelette  ($2.99),  2 
eggs  &  bacon  (SI  .60).  Also  serving 
terriyaki  chicken  ($2.89)  and  sand- 
wiches. Price  range:  $1 -$3.50.  Open 
7  davs  a  week,  from  6:30  am-7:30 
pm. '292-4986. 

NEW  STAR  CAFE-400  Eddy 
Street.  Special  Combination  Plate 
includes  shrimp,  sweet  and  sour 
pork,  barbecued  pork  fried  rice 
and  chicken  chow  mein.  South 
Sea  Chicken  is  made  with  the  high- 
est quality  chicken  available  and 
comes  with  garlic  fried  rice  and  a 
ginger  and  plum  sauce.  Prices: 
$2.95-$4.95.  771-9690 


MM  s  h  i  in 
the  IMtchen! 


Photo  Eli  Bishop 

Rauch  Grant  cooks  up  lunches  at  (he  Q  Club  at 
Golden  Gale  near  Jones  nou  Bin  within  a  few 
months,  he'll  be  opening  up  his  own  restaurant 
just  a  lew  blocks  .iway. 

in  Eric  Robertson 

Five  years  ago  and  50  pounds  thinner. 
Rauch  Grant  was  chasing  the  next  hit  on  a 
crack  pipe  and  sleeping  in  doorways.  To- 
day, he  is  chasing  his  life's  dream — open- 


NEW  *  STAR 


Vietnamese  and  Chinese  Cuisine 


Whole  Crispy  Fish 
Cam  Ca  Chien 

South  Sea  Chicken 
Cam  Ga  Hai  Nam 
in6ifotidttdM9MtifQf 

Five  Spice  Chicken 
Cam  Ga  Ngu  Vi 

Combination  Plate 

UUDBICdldfpUyS 


Open  7  Days  a  Week  9:30-9:00 
400  Eddy  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94109 

771-9690 


ing  a  restaurant  on  the  same  streets  where  he 
Once  slept. 

The  former  Navy  deep-sea  diver  says 
kicking  crack  was  the  toughest  thing  he  has 
ever  done.  His  life  hit  bottom  when  he 
hustled  homeless  people  standing  in  soup 
and  shelter  lines  to  sell  their  blood  to 
Westmar  Plasma  Center  He  got  SIO  for 
each  new  donor  and  was  know  n  then  on  the 
street  as  "the  vampire." 

One  day.  working  the  line,  he  ap- 
proached a  man  thai  'Mood  out  like  a  pillar, 
clear-eyed  and  healthy.  I  hadn't  seen  any- 
one confident  and  strong  in  a  while.-'  he 
says.  That  man  was  a  recovered  addict.  He 
recommended  that  Rauch  check  out  Ozanam 
Center,  a  drug  and  alcohol  detoxification 
program.  The  O/anam  Center  was  the  first 
of  many  programs  t hat  led  to  his  eventual 
recovery. 

I  sing  the  same  street  skills  he  once 
employed  to  earn  money  for  his  addiction. 
Rauch  learned  the  more  legitimate  business 
techniques  taught  at  I  he  San  Francisco  Re- 
naissance Entrepreneurship  Center,  a  busi- 
ness training  school.  He  then  applied  for 
and  unexpectedly  recei\ed  a  $25,000  Rob- 
erts Foundation  grant  to  open  his  own  res- 
taurant The  grant  has  been  awarded  jointly 
lo  Ranch  and  the  Tenderloin  Neighborhood 
Development  Corporation  (TNDC),  the 
nonprofit  group  that  owns  2 1 5  Taylor,  where 
the  restaurant  will  be.  TNDC  will  use  Us 
money  to  renovate  the  building  and  provide 
free  rent  to  Rauch  lor  one  year.  In  turn. 
Rauch  has  agreed  lo  provide  jobs  for  seven 
to  eight  homeless  or  unemployed  people 
and  serve  low -cost  food  to  the  community 

According  to  Maria  Costen.  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Renaissance  Center,  it  is 
unusual  for  an  individual  lo  be  awarded  a 
grant  together  with  a  non-profit  organiza- 
tion. But.  she  said,  because  of  Rauch' s 
strong  commitment  towards  revitali/ing  the 
Tenderloin,  the  Roberts    Foundation  has 


been  enthusiastic. 

As  forTNDC,  Executive  Director  Kelly 
Cullcn  s;iid.  "we  decided  to  launch  this 
project  because  of  the  Tenderloin  Youth 
Advocates'  business  survey  that  showed 
that  there  are  only  six  African-American 
owned  businesses  in  the  Tenderloin." 

For  Riiuch.  these  benefits  to  the  com- 
munity are  bright  side-ellecis  to  being  his 
own  boss  and  cooking  the  food  he  loves. 
Rut.  he  says,  "I'm  opening  a  business  to 
make  sure  I'm  successful — that's  the  bot- 
tom line.  I  have  to  create  a  job  lor  myself." 

The  restaurant  will  be  the  Tenderloin's 
first  soul  food  restaurant,  featuring  down- 
home  delights  such  as  green  beans, 
cornbread.  spare  ribs  and  other  favorites 
gathered  through  years  ol  church  cookouts 
and  family  reunions. 

Though  originally  from  Anchorage. 
Alaska.  Ranch's  cooking  comes  from  the 
southern  L'nited  States  where  his  family  's 
recipes  have  been  passed  down  through  the 
generations. 

Rauch  hopes  to  kick  oil  the  restaurant 
in  time  for  a  family  reunion  to  be  held  here 
in  June. 


Diic  Ky  Restaurant 

fill  b2 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  ■  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  *  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  co  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

•  Hu  ticoi  hay  mi  seafood 


Lau  seafood 


•  Com  xuo'n  bi  cha 

•  Bun  cha  gio  thit  nildng 

•  G&i  sila  to'm 

•  Goi  ga  xc  phay 


•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  xao  thap  cam 

•  Canh  chua  ca  bong  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  mu'8i 

\nmismsmmms  tvsmmum: 

in  w    Li         t  ti 

•surrin  tows  stiAnGftinsriti 
491  ELLIS  STREET* 

San  Francisco,  C A  94102 


Open  Daily:  9:00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

(415)  928-5188 


A  POROUS  BORDER  DIVIDES 


ontinued  from  paffv  I 

.tnnon,  for  example,  is  owned  by  investors 
in  Tokyo,  as  is  a  nearby  hotel. 
Predator}  Wealth— And  Predatory 
Poverty 

Among  the  landlords  charged  with  the 
most  eode  violations  is  Chhotubhai 
("Charlie  ")  Patel.  He  is  among  a  group  of 
investors  from  Hast  India  who  not  only 
share  a  last  name  but  also  a  significant 
number  of  Tenderloin  properties,  most  of 


POST 


owners  in  the  Tenderloin  are  unrelated  to 
each  other.  In  interviews  with  the  rimes, 
some  housing  attorneys  who  have  sued  Patel 
hotel  owners  on  behalf  of  tenants  say  that 
they  do  not  sell  properties  to  one  another. 
They  add  that,  unlike  most  Tenderloin  land- 
lords. Palels  tend  to  live  in  their  hotels,  and 
that  they  own  and  operate  buildings  that 
barely  return  a  profit,  if  any. 

However,  records  from  the  City 
Assessor's  Office  and  the  Recorder's  Of- 
fice, among  oth- 
ers, show  that 
the  Patels. 
within  the  last 
ade.  seem  to 
0|  .  ate  as  an  in- 
formal consor- 
tium. 

Some  Palels 
have  had  busi- 
ness dealings 
with  each  other 
in  the  Tender- 
loin, the  Mis- 
sion and  South 
of  Market  .  Their 
names  continue 
to  appear  on 
sales  ledgers, 
and  interlocking 


Map  by  Carlton  Bell 


Real  estate  values  and  personal 
incomes  plummet  b>  as  much  as 
nine  fold  in  just  one  block 
between  the  core  Tenderloin 
and  its  surrounding  wealthier 
communities.  Hut  the  poverty 
and  high  crime  once  contained 
in  the  core  Tenderloin,  an  18- 
hlock  area  hounded  hv  l.arkin, 
O'FarreD,  Mason  and 
McAllister  streets,  is  now 
beginning  to  seep  through  the 
porous  borders  that  separate 
rich  and  poor. 


multiple  ow  ner- 
ship appears  to 
be  the  norm. 
Different  Patel 
owners  list  the 
same  mailing 
address  in  mul- 
tiple instances 
Surprisingly, 
according  to 
1988  Depart- 


which  are  hotels  with  50  to  100  rooms. 

Landlords  with  the  surname 
'Patel'*  own  one  out  of  every  seven  hotel 
rooms  throughout  the  Tenderloin,  most  of 
which  are  found  in  the  1 8-block  Tenderloin 
core.  There.  Patels  control  one  out  of  every 
five  SRO  hotels,  or  more  than  1 .500  rooms. 
Although  some  Patel -owned  hotels  have 
good  reputations,  a  number  of  Patels  who 
own  Tenderloin  property  have  been  charged 
with  serious  housing,  health,  and  fire  code 
violations. 

In  East  India.  "Patel"  is  an  extremely 
common  name,  and  many  Patel  property 


mcnt  of  Social 
Service  records,  some  of  these  Patels  man- 
age other  Patel-owned  hotels  as  well  as  own 
hotels  themselves. 

Tenderloin  residents  charge  that  some 
hotel-owning  Patels  are  among  the  area's 
many  slumlords  who  engage  in  illegal  build- 
ing management  practices  to  increase  their 
profits 

Ora  Prochovnick.  a  tenant  lawyer  with 
Bayside  Legal  Advocates,  is  suing  the  own- 
ers of  the  Vincent  Hotel  at  459  Turk — 
owned  by  Prakash.  Parcsh.  and  Chctankunar 
Patel — on  behalf  of  a  client  who  claims  his 
rent  receipt  was  faked  to  prevent  him  from 


obtaining  legal  tenant  status. 

•'What  I've  seen  these  (low-income) 
hotels  do  is  monkey  with  rent  receipts." 
Prochov  nick  told  the  Times.  After  accumu- 
lating 30  consecutive  days  of  residency, 
renters  have  specific  rights  to  due  process, 
among  others,  and  evictions  can  take  as 
long  as  nine  months.  But  by  tampering  with 
rent  receipts  or  making  tenants  sign  new 
registration  forms,  landlords  can  make  it 
appear  as  if  a  tenant's  residency  has  not 
been  legally  established — and  can  then  evict 
them  at  will,  as  they  have  no  legal  status  as 
a  tenant. 

"I  think  this  is  a  very  common  practice 
in  Tenderloin  hotels."  says  Prochovnick  of 
the  alleged  rent  receipt  tampering,  adding 
that  "once  in  a  while,  a  tenant  fights  back 

Other  profiteering  practices  have  been 
common  in  Tenderloin  hotels  owned  by 
Palels.  Since  the  mid-eighties,  over  30  of 
the  hotels  owned  by  people  with  the  sur- 
name "Patel"  were  contracted  by  the  city  as 
emergency  housing  for  homeless  people,  a 
program  then  called  Hotline.  In  October 
1986.  hundreds  of  them  were  kicked  out  of 
seven  hotels  owned  by  Charlie  Patel  in 
protest  over  media  coverage  of  deplorable 
hotel  conditions  and  overtoiling  the  city  for 
services. 

In  1988.  a  San  Francisco  Comptroller 
audit  of  five  Patel-run  Hotline  hotels  found 
that  about  $550,000  had  been  paid  for  rooms 
not  given  to  people  seeking  shelter  and 
holding  city  vouchers  lor  them.  In  1990.  the 
IRS  conducted  an  investatigation  of  22 
homeless  hotel  operators,  most  of  them 
Patels.  In  March  1993.  Jashvant  M.  Patel. 
partial  owner  of  four  San  Francisco  residen- 
tial hotels,  including  two  at  410  and  420 
Eddy  Streets  in  the  Tenderloin,  was  fined 
$10,000  and  sentenced  to  two  months  in 
prison.  He  owed  $16,885  in  unpaid  income 
taxes  on  money  he  was  paid  to  house  home- 
less people. 

But  the  most  common  complaints  di- 
rected against  many  Patel-owned  hotels 
concern  the  shoddy  and  substandard  condi- 
tions in  the  hotels,  despite  regular  city 
inspections  by  the  Bureau  of  Building  In- 
spections (BBI).  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  and  the  Fire  Department. 

"The  heat  is  shut  off.  the  walls  have 
cracks,  the  paint's  peeling  off.  sinks  leak  or 
don't  work,  toilets  arc  plugged,  bathrooms 
are  filthy,  and  the  rooms  stink,  literally." 
said  John  Hislop.  an  outreach  worker  for  the 


Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  of  the  city's 
emergency  housing  programs. 

Broken  windows,  leaking  ceilings,  no 
hot  water,  roaches,  rats,  lice  in  the  bedding, 
doors  with  no  locks,  unchanged  linen,  and 
boarded  fire  escapes  are  also  common  in 
some  Patel-owned  hotels,  according  to  the 
Coalition  lor  Code  Enforcement,  a  group  of 
residents  and  tenant  advocates  pushing  the 
city  for  code  enforcement  reform  and  in- 
creased penalties  for  violators 

The  BBI  currently  is  investigating  a 
backlog  of  over  2.000  housing  units  v\ith 
outstanding  violations,  some  of  which  have 
gone  unabated  for  up  to  10  years. 

From  Neighborhood  to  Ghetto 

The  Tenderloin  has  not  always  been 
the  way  it  is  today.  Rebuilt  after  the  1906 
earthquake,  it  was  a  working-class  neigh- 
borhood in  the  years  before  World  War 
II.  But  by  the  1950s,  urban 
renewal  in  other 
parts  of  the  city 
bul  ldozed 
thousands 
of  low- 
cost  *| 
hous-  ' 
'  "  g 

units  ,  %. 
that  \  1 
were  %: 

re-: 


placed 

b  y  * 
oil  ice  i 

build-* 
i  n  g  s  ,^ 
conven- 
tion cen- 
ters, and 
condo  con- 
versions. 

These  dis- 
placed and  dis- 
possessed formei 
tenants  joined  the 
then  growing  num- 
bers of  those  in  pov-  \ 
erty.  along  with  newly- 
arriving  immigrant  fami- 
lies, who  sought  a  rapidly 
shrinking  supply  of  affordable 
housing. 

The  Tenderloin  became  a 
home  of  last  resort  for  most  of 
them. 


A  Property  Manager's  View 

Torn  Between  Tenants  and  the  Landlord 


b>  Thomas  de  Giovanni 

The  little  boy  is  10 — small 
tor  his  age.  His  little  lugs  barely 
move  the  table  that  he  is  drag- 
ging down  the  hall  towards  the 
elevator.  He  and  his  mother 
have  been  evicted  from  their 
apartment  and  as  I  stand  and 
watch  them  move  out  their  be- 
longings I  feel  a  mixture  of 
sadness,  powerlessness  and 
shame. 

Then  I  feel  relief  and  resignation.  For 
months  she  has  lied  to  me.  cried  to  me. 
slammed  the  door  on  me.  Later  I'll  report  to 
the  owner  of  the  building  that  she  is  gone 
and  we  will  whoop  it  up.  happy  that  one  of 
the  nicer  apartments  in  the  building  can 
finally  be  cleaned  up  and  put  back  on  the 
market. 

I  am  a  Tenderloin  apartment  manager. 
It  is  often  a  job  that  leaves  one  feeling 
cruelly  manipulated  and  divided:  in  the 
struggle  between  tenant  and  owner,  I  am  the 
link  that  much  stretch  when  pulled  in  each 
direction. 

The  landlord's  interest,  of  course,  is  to 
fill  his  building  with  rent-paying  tenants 
and  keep  costs  down.  Meanwhile,  a  prop- 
erty manager  who  lives  with  the  tenants 
want  to  keep  a  stable  mix  of  people  in  his 
building. 

Although  he  refuses  to  reveal  how  much 
money  his  building  makes,  the  owner  of  my 
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building  claims  that  he  needs  90  percent  of 
his  units  rented  at  an  average  of  $550  a 
month  just  to  break  even.  Even  the  best 
buildings  cannot  claim  a  100  percent  occu- 
pancy all  year  and  mosi  hover  in  the  85  to  95 
percent  range  in  the  upper  Tenderloin,  and 
even  lower  in  the  core  Tenderloin 

"Contrary  to  many  people's  belief  we 
are  not  making  a  killing  on  renting  apart- 
ments in  the  Tenderloin."  says  the  landlord 
of  the  Sutter  Street  apartments  that  I  man- 
age. Rent  control  allows  property  owners 
only  1.9  percent  a  year  increase,  he  says. 
"  Property  taxes,  the  slow  economy,  lost 
rent  and  major  maintenance,  such  as  that 
was  necessary  al  ter  the  earthquake,  all  com- 
bine to  make  running  a  building  very  expen- 
sive." he  adds. 

And  in  the  core  of  the  Tenderloin,  where 
crime  is  the  highest  in  the  city,  filling  a 
building  with  tenants  is  difficult  if  not  im- 
possible. 

Some  Tenderloin  apartment  managers 
actually  court  pimps  and  prostitutes  be- 
cause it  can  be  highly  profitable  to  both  the 
owner  and  the  manager.  Mitchell  (not  his 
real  name),  a  high-spirited,  35-year-old 
manager  of  an  admittedly  run-down  Geary 
Street  building,  always  keeps  at  least  one 
unit  vacant  and  furnished  which  he  rents  to 
prostitutes  on  an  hourly  basis. 

'They  like  coming  to  see  me,  see.  be- 
cause they  ain't  safe  in  those  hotels.  They 
trust  me.  For  10  or  20  bucks  I  just  look  the 
other  way."  says  Mitchell. 

According  to  Mitchell,  he  can  take  in  a 
month's  rent  in  one  weekend,  not  including 
his  cut.  To  him.  this  is  better  than  illegally 
renting  a  small  studio  to  a  family  of  four 


which  many  Tenderloin  property  owners 
do.  To  Mitchell,  his  way  is  quick,  easy  and 
low  risk  'Now  understand,  my  owner  wants 
me  to  do  this.  With  all  those  water  problems 
he  can't  have  no  family  living  m  these  units, 
he's  gotten  fined  twice  because  he  uses  so 
much  water.  You  can't  have  five  or  six 
people  in  one  place— no  way.  He  makes  his 
payments,  ain't  nothing  wrong  with  it." 

Mitchell  grew  up  in  New  York  and 
seems  most  comfortable  in  the  worst  part  of 
the  Tenderloin.  In  addition  to  managing 


doing  this."  says  Flynn. 

Like  Allan,  a  success! ul  building  man- 
ager of  a  six-story  Eddy  Street  building, 
says,  the  job  of  property  manager  is  part 
■'mundane",  part  "morbid". 

One  manager  of  a  dilapidated  FJIts 
Street  building,  lor  instance,  discovered  a 
tenant  suffering  from  AIDS  who  had  been 
lying  in  his  own  waste  lor  days.  Another 
wom&n,  a  tenant  in  my  building,  called  me 
in  a  panic  one  day  when  her  son  was  delayed 
in  bringing  her  supper  as  he  had  ever)'  night 


"You  find  a  few  managers  dead  in  rooms,  and  you  start  wondering 
why  you're  doing  this," 

— Russ  Flynn,  Tenderloin  property  owner 


Tenderloin  apartment  buildings,  he  has 
driven  taxis,  dealt  drugs,  served  as  a  look- 
out and  broken  into  parking  meters  to  sup- 
port himself.  He  recently  spent  a  few  months 
in  jail  and  was  eagerly  re-hired  by  his  former 
boss  who  recognized  his  ability  to  deal 
effectively  with  both  pimp  and  police  of- 
ficer. 

But  sometimes  the  many  roles  of  a 
manager — gatekeeper,  middleman,  politi- 
cian, and  more — take  a  fatal  toll. 

Tenderloin  property  owner  Russ  Flynn, 
said  one  of  his  apartment  managers  a  few 
years  ago  committed  suicide  after  receiving 
deaths  threats  from  some  tenants  he  evicted. 

"You  find  a  few  managers  dead  in 
rooms,  and  you  start  wondering  why  you're 


for  the  past  four  years.  Her  hunger  was 
aggravated  by  her  loneliness  and  tears 
of  abandonment. 

More  so  than  any  other  neighborhood, 
the  Tenderloin  houses  elaborate  and  some- 
times unimaginable  mixes  of  people  from 
all  over  the  world.  If  people  pay  their  rent, 
they  have  the  right  to  live  as  they  choose, 
but  what  may  be  acceptable  behavior  to 
them  is  foreign  and  offensive  to  others.  One 
woman  from  the  Caribbean  in  my  building 
used  to  dry  fish  out  on  the  fire  escape.  The 
smell  was  often  strong  and  many  tenants 
complained,  especially  when  remnants  o! 
the  fish  started  to  attract  insects,  pigeons, 
and  rats.  When  asked  to  stop,  the  puz/led 
continued  next  page 


TENDERLOIN'S  "TWO  CITIES" 


By  1990.  the  Tenderloin's  population 
had  grown  over  the  past  decade  at  a  19 
percent  rate — three  times  that  of  the  city  as 
a  whole. 

According  to  the  recent  census,  it  is 
now  the  most  densely  populated  neighbor- 
hood in  San  Francisco,  with  95  people  per 
acre — nearly  lour  times  greater  than  the 
city-wide  density  of  24  people  per  acre. 

And  the  1 8-block  core  of  the  Tender- 
loin now  contains  nearly  120  people  per 
acre,  a  human  density  about  25  percent 
greater  than  the  corridor  communities  cir- 
cling it. 

Housing  in  the  Tenderloin — 71  hous- 
ing units  per  acre  represents  over  six  times 


the  city  density  of  1 1  per  acre.  But  even 
more  concentrated,  are  the  core  blocks 
containing  the  majority  01  residential  SROs 
rooms  .  which  represent  42  percent  of  the 
Tenderloin's  housing. 

Within  those  same  18  blocks  are  also 
half  of  San  Francisco's  nonprofit  and  Sec- 
tion 8  housing  units. 

These  SROs  and  subsidized  housing 
units  at  the  Tenderloin's  core  explain  why 
the  Tenderloin's  overall  median  monthly 
rental  of  about  $400  is  more  than  a  third 
lower  than  the  average  citywide.  and  why 
many,  with  an  average  income  of  about 
$8,000  a  year,  see  it  as  a  place  to  start 
anew — or  a  place  to  end  one's  days. 

Gateway  or  Trap? 

Paul  Giampaulo 
Boschetti  is  an  optimist.  Look- 
ing out  on  the  Tenderloin 
from  the  plush  lobby 
of  his  Verona  Ho- 
tel, Boschetti  sees 
sturdy  buildings 
with  beautiful  archi- 
tecture, low-priced 
property,  and  a  strategi- 
cally located  community 
poised  for  an  economic 
recovery.    Gesturing  to- 
ward Leavenworth  Street,  a 
street  he  calls  "the  Gateway 
to  San  Francisco."  he  admon- 
ishes the  pessimists  around  him 
with  one  of  his  favorite  sayings: 
"If  San  Francisco  is  go- 
ing to  grow,  it  ain't  going  to  be 
into  the  Bay." 

Boschetti.  perhaps  the 
largest  individual  property 
owner  in  the  Tenderloin,  owns 
eight  properties  assessed  at 
over  six  million  dollars,  all 
within  the  1 8  blocks  that  con- 
stitute its  core.  He  recently 
bought  the  old  United  Artists 
building  at  Golden  Gate  and 
Leavenworth.   In  fact,  four 
of  his  lots  line  Leavenworth 
Street,  the  gateway  that 
passes  through  the  poorest 
community  in  the  city. 

He  is  waiting  for  the 
boom. 

His  optimism  may  not  be  unfounded. 
The  Tenderloin's  strategic  location  has  con- 
tinually captured  the  interest  of  the  big 


A  Window  Onto  "Two  Cities" 

WHO  OWNS  THE  VALUABLE  PROPERTY — AND  WHERE  IT  IS 

•  The  total  assessed  value  of  all  taxable  property  in  the  Tenderloin — land  and  buildings — is  jtisi 
over  $1 .8  billion,  about  four  percent  of  San  Francisco's  taxable  value. 

•  240  corporations  own  over  85  percent  ot  the  200  largest  and  most  expensive  Tenderloin 
properties.  Most  of  them  are  found  in  the  the  Lower  Nob  Hill.  Powell  Street,  and  Van  Ness  Avenue 
corridor  communities,  where  tourist  hotels  and  luxury  apartments  are  common. 

•  3S0  individuals  own  the  smaller  anil  cheaper  lots  that  are  concentrated  in  the  1 8-block 
Tenderloin  core,  where  single-room  occupancy  (SRO)  hotels  and  small  apartments  arc  common. 

LOW—COST  HOUSING  IS  CONCENTRATED  IN  THE  TENDERLOIN'S  CORE 

•  42  percent  of  the  Tenderloin's  housing  is  SRO  rooms,  60  percent  of  it  in  its  1 8-block  core. 

•  31  of  the  Tenderloin's  42  nonprofit  property  owners  are  in  its  core,  all  of  which  are  housing 
and  service  providers. 

•  The  remaining  1 1  nonprofits  in  the  Tenderloin's  corridor  communities  are  either  churches  or 
educational  institutions. 

POVERTY  AND  WEALTH 

•  The  average  median  income  for  a  resident  of  the  Tenderloin's  core  is  just  over  $8,000  a  year. 

•  The  average  median  income  in  the  surrounding  blocks  around  the  core  is  about  S 1 9.000a  year. 

•  The  average  median  income  in  the  census  tract  just  above  the  Tenderloin  is  about  $41 ,000 
a  year. 

ARE  CORPORATIONS  WAITING  FOR  BETTER  TIMES? 

•  1 8  of  the  30  vacant  lots  scattered  throughout  the  Tenderloin  arc  in  its  core,  and  half  of  them 
are  owned  by  corporations.  The  other  half  is  equally  divided  among  individuals,  nonprofits,  and 
government. 


*  Sources  for  this  information  and for  the  Times  investigation  include  retards  from  the  Cit 
the  Recorder's  Office,  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Economic  Planning  tmd  Development  and  th 
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players  in  real  estate.  Only  three  years  ago. 
Yvonne  Lembi-Delert  was  renovating  the 
Oxford  hotel  for  tourist  use  and  dubbing  the 
western  border  of  the  Tenderloin  the  "New 
Tendo."  Just  two  years  ago.  San  Francisco 
Focus  quoted  major  realtors  getting  ready 
for  a  boom  in  the  "Van  Ness  Corridor." 

But  today.  Lembi-Detert  has  lost  the 
Oxford  to  the  banks,  and  the  hoped-for 
boom  has  failed  to  materialize  as  the  com- 
mercial real  estate  market  has  sputtered  and 
stalled  to  a  stop. 

And  now,  the  fear  and  anger  experi- 
enced daily  in  the  inner  Tenderloin  is  reach- 
ing out  to  the  border  corridor  communities. 

Bill  Marotta  is  president  of  Save  Our 
Streets,  a  group  of  residents  and  merchants 
in  the  Lower  Nob  Hill  area,  organized  to 
pressure  City  Hall  to  protect  their  commu- 
nity with  more  police  patrols.  The  streets  to 
be  saved,  however,  are  in  the  outer  corridors 
where  crime,  according  to  Marotta.  has  sky- 
rocketed. 

"It's  a  feeling  that  police  can  no  longer 
hold  the  line."  Marotta  said,  describing 
armed  robberies,  drug  deals  and  prostitu- 
tion along  Post.  Geary  and  Sutter  streets. 


"It's  a  feeling  of  being  overrun  and  it  is 
devastating.  Everybody  is  losing.  It's  a 
domino  theory,  right  down  the  line."  con- 
cluded Marotta. 

But  critics  say  the  very  idea  of  drawing 
lines  around  a  community,  of  isolating  the 
core  Tenderloin  from  the  rest  of  the  city, 
then  starving  it  with  little  city  resources  for 
growth  and  opportunity,  is  the  problem  in 
the  first  place. 

Board  of  Supervisors  President  Angela 
Alioto  seems  to  agree.  In  a  public  meeting 
held  in  the  Tenderloin  last  October,  she  told 
the  people  there  the  reason  the  Tenderloin 
has  so  much  crime,  poverty,  and 
homelessness  is  because  of  a  city  policy  of 
"condensation."  a  tactic  that  keeps  people 
with  difficult  and  complex  problems  con- 
tained in  a  concentrated  area. 

"The  police  department  told  me  in  a 
meeting  two  months  ago  that  it  was  easier  to 
control  people  that  way."  she  said  then, 
adding  that  a  better  plan  would  make  the 
Tenderloin  a  productive  enterprise  zone  em- 
phasizing jobs,  small  business,  housing  de- 
velopment, and  lighting. 

Just  like  the  other  Tenderloin. 


Squatters  Decry  Speculators'  Abandoned  Buildings 


b\  Janice  Hui 

The  House  on  Hayes  Street  appears  to 
be  deserted:  the  smashed  windows  are 
boarded  up.  paint  crumbles  from  the  facade, 
and  garbage  litters  the  front  yard. 

But  to  eight  homeless  people  who  have 
illegally  occupied  the  vacant  house  since 
early  February,  this  is  home.  They  have 
started  making  simple  repairs  and  plan  to 
install  windows,  curtains  and  carpeting. 

"There  arc  so  many  homeless  people 
out  on  the  streets  and  so  many  abandoned 
buildings.'  said  Spencer  Goodloe.  one  of 
the  squatters.  "Why  not  let  us  homeless 
people  move  in  and  fix  them  up?" 

Goodloe  and  his  housemates  are  part  of 
a  growing  squatter  movement  in  San  Fran- 
cisco organized  by  a  group  called  Homes 
Not  Jails.  Since  it  was  formed  in  Novem- 
ber, the  group  has  illegally  occupied  ten 
empty  buildings  in  the  Mission  District, 
Hayes  Valley,  and  the  Tenderloin. 

The  squatters  occupy  an  abandoned 
building  anywhere  from  several  hours  to 
several  months  before  they  are  evicted  by 
the  police.  Police  have  said  they  will  not 
evict  squatters  unless  property  owners  File  a 
trespassing  complaint. 

The  housing  takeovers  are  meant  to 
send  a  strong  message  to  city  officials: 
setting  up  temporary  homeless  shelters  is 
not  enough.  "Ultimately,  people  need  to 
have  a  stable  home,"  said  Ted  Gullicksen, 
one  of  the  group's  organizers  who  also 
works  with  the  San  Francisco  Tenants 
Union. 

Homes  Not  Jails  leaders  blame  prop- 
erty owners  for  the  severe  shortage  of  low- 
cost  housing  in  the  city.  By  withholding 
vacant  units  from  the  rental  market,  they 


say.  owners  can  increase  their  long-term 
values. 

But  property  owners  and  managers  say 
these  charges  are  unfounded.  "How  can 
anyone  make  money  by  leaving  a  building 
vacant?  It  doesn"t  make  sense,"  said  Karl 
Lingenfelder,  property  manager  of  Land-' 
mark  Realty,  which  runs  several  buildings 
in  the  Tenderloin.  "The  reason  buildings 
are  sitting  empty  is  because  of  the  reces- 
sion." 

He  added.  "We're  very  sympathetic  to 
the  homeless  problem,  but  we  don"t  appre- 
ciate Homes  Not  Jail's  tactics." 

Indeed,  neither  does  Mayor  Jordan, 
who  has  publicly  criticized  Homes  Not  Jails. 
"We  just  cannot  allow  people  to  walk  into 
any  vacant  building  and  just  take  it  over  as 
a  homeless  encampment,"  he  said  at  a  news 
conference  in  January.  "There  are  health 
hazards  involved  here.  There  are  public- 
safety  issues  if  someone  comes  into  a  build- 
ing and  starts  a  fire." 

The  group's  leaders  say  they  hope  to 
negotiate  with  property  owners  in  the  near 
future  about  converting  abandoned  build- 
ings into  low-cost  housing.  But  for  now. 
Gullickson  said,  "People  are  dying  on  the 
street.  There  is  not  time  for  negotiation." 

Homes  Not  Jails  began  their  campaign 
quietly  in  mid-November,  when  two  dozen 
squatters,  including  several  families,  took 
over  a  vacant  apartment  building  at  90 
Golden  Gate.  They  occupied  the  building 
for  nearly  seven  weeks  before  they  were 
booted  out  by  the  property  owner  and  the 
police. 

Critics  point  out.  however,  that  internal 
disputes  within  Homes  Not  Jails,  not  the 
property  owner  or  police  actions,  prompted 
their  eventual  eviction. 


The  squatters  group  went  public- 
Thanksgiving  Day  by  marching  through  the 
streets  of  the  Tenderloin  to  an  empty  six- 
story  apartment  building  on  the  corner  of 
Taylor  and  Ellis  streets.  The  takeover  lasted 
less  than  an  hour  before  police  arrived.  The 
squatters  returned  to  that  site  on  Christmas 
Eve.  only  to  be  evicted  again  by  poiice  after 
a  two-day  vigil. 

In  Mid-December,  squatters  occupied 
a  vacant  eight-unit  hotel  on  the  corner  of 
Mason  and  Turk  for  one  and  a  half  weeks. 

Homes  Not  Jails  leaders  emphasize 
that  squatters  must  abide  by  certain  rules: 
no  drugs,  no  alcohol,  no  violence.  And  all 
decisions  that  affect  the  property  are  made 
by  group  consensus. 

"We  don't  want  these  buildings  to  be 
crash  pads  for  drug  dealers,"  Gullickson 
said.  "We  don't  want  random  people  com- 
ing in  off  the  streets." 

Bill  Regnerus.  a  42-year-old  unem- 


ployed construction  worker  who  had  been 
homeless  for  several  weeks,  said  having  a 
stable  place  to  live  in  a  Homes  Not  Jails 
building  motivated  him  to  look  lor  a  job.  "I 
just  bought  this  alarm  clock. "he  said,  pick- 
ing up  a  while  plastic  clock  on  the  table  next 
to  his  mattress.  "This  way.  1  can  get  up  early 
and  find  me  a  job." 

Supervisor  Angela  Alioto  plans  to  in- 
troduce two  resolutions  to  support  the 
group's  efforts.  One  resolution  would  urge 
police  to  make  evictions  of  homeless  people 
from  unused  buildings  a  low  priority.  The 
other  resolution  would  allow  the  city  to 
condemn  and  then  lease  unused  buildings  to 
homeless  groups. 

"The  city  should  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  help  Homes  Not  Jails."  said  Lester 
Olmstead-Rose.  Alioto's  legislative  assis- 
tant. "Unused  property  should  be  put  to 
good  use  by  homeless  people  who  want  a 
safe  living  environment." 


Property  Manager 


continued  from  page  8 

woman  complained  that  she  was  doing  noth- 
ing out  of  the  ordinary  and,  in  fact,  it  was 
how  she  fed  her  family.  A  solution  was 
hammered  out  when  she  began  using  the 
roof  to  dry  the  fish. 

Unlike  many  Tenderloin  merchants 
who  draw  their  steel  gates  across  their  store- 
fronts at  the  end  of  the  day  and  retreat  to 
their  homes  in  other  neighborhoods,  apart- 
ment managers  live  and  work  here.  We  do 
not  own  the  buildings  but  we  feel  posses- 
sive of  them,  often  more  so  than  the  owners 
themselves.  We  are  tenants,  but  we  have 
more  power  and  responsibility  than  a  regu- 


lar tenant. 

So  out  of  love,  duty  or  necessity,  we  are 
often  the  Tenderloin's  caretakers.  We  pick 
up  the  trash  left  on  the  steps  and  streets  by 
the  people  in  our  own  buildings  or  by  people 
who  are  just  passing  by  (whether  they  are 
homeless,  or  on  their  way  to  work  in  the 
Financial  District  or  visiting  from  Japan  or 
Europe). 

We  call  91 1  when  there  is  trouble.  We 
escort  homeless  people  from  the  roofs  and 
basements.  We  admonish  tenants  who  make 
noise  or  leave  a  mess. 

And  sometimes,  sadly,  we  evict  those 
who  do  not  pay  their  rent. 


FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS 


Special  Events  Calendar 


Photo  Eli  Bishop 

Paula  Richardson,  an  OUircacli  worker  lor  Health  Care  tor  the  Homeless,  works  with  HIV-positive 
v.  lients  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  on  Mason  Street.  She  and  other  AIDS  workers  fear  that  if  a  yroup  now 
under  investigation  is  forced  to  close  its  doors,  it  will  strain  an  already  overworked  AIDS  system 

City  Investigates  TL  AIDS  Agency 


D)  Karen  Koenig 

After  hearing  emotional  testimony  last 
month  from  clients  praising  an  embattled  AIDS 
service  agency,  the  cit\  granted  the  agency  a 
temporal  )  repnc\e  from  losing  its  funding  How  - 
ever,  (his  m.iv  chanye  when  the  city  AIDS  oft  ice 

completes  us  investigation  into  accusations  ol 
fiscal  mismanagement  within  AIDS  Indigent 
Direct  Services  (AIDS  | 

Entrusted  with  the  finances  of  impover- 
ished AIDS  patients.  A  IDS  has  been  accused 

oi  mismanaging  thousands  61  dollars  of  public 

funds  In  the  wake  ol  those  accusations,  the 
director  ol  the  agency  was  ousted,  and  the  health 
department  began  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on 
every  dollar  the  agency  is  handling. 

James  Loyce  of  the  city's  Public  Health 
Department's  AIDS  Office  declined  to  comment 
until  he  reveals  his  findings  April  12  at  the  Ryan 
White  bund  Planning  Council  meeting 

A  I  D  S,  provides  its  clients  with  Iree 
brunches  and  counseling,  and  it  receives  clients' 
government  checks  and  pays  their  rent  for  the  in 
to  prevent  substance  abusers  among  their  clients 
from  becoming  homeless  It  also  pays  rent  de- 
posits to  help  destitute  or  homeless  clients  get  a 
place  to  live.  According  to  Loyce,  the  agency 
received  $454,000  in  federal  money  from  the 
oil)  last  year. 

Loyce  is  investigating  whether  AIDS 
lied  10 the  cil\  about  raising  S2()().()()().  whether 
n  ovei spent  Ms  1992  budget  b>  $200,000,  wrote 
s  W.UOO  in  rubber  checks  foi  its  clients,  and  had 
a  social  worker  on  its  stall  w  ho  had  no  college 
degree  hut  was  married  to  a  board  member. 

Former  A  I  D  S  Program  Manager  Darrv  I 
Atkins  blew  the  whistle  on  A  I  D  S  after  he  quit 


because  he  had  become  disillusioned  with  the 
agency  He  said  the  fiscal  manager,  the  onlv  stal  l 
member  who  knew  how  to  manage  city  funds, 
walked  of  I  the  |ob  aftei  charges  and  counter- 
charges ol  harassment,  Executive  Director  Dou- 
glas Benbow  (hen  decided  to  put  clients'  Social 
Security  '.hecks  into  the  agency's  general  fund 
with  the  promise  of  reimbui suing  clients  later 

Atkins  said  it  was  the  A  I.D.S's  Board  of 
Directors'  fault  "we  were  living  from  invoice  to 
invoice." 

Since  Benbow  was  fired  March  10,  board 
member  \udrev  Doughty  has  temporarily 
stepped  in 

"Like  many  small  agencies,  everything  isn't 
jUSt  perfect  here."  Doughty  said.  Because  ol  a 
heav  v  work  load,  she  added,  "good  books  were 
never  kept,  but  there  was  never  any  missing 
money  "  She  admitted,  however,  that  previous 
director  Douglas  Benbow  took  Social  Security 
checks  made  out  to  clients  to  cover  Staff  payroll 
for  24  hours 

She  said  thai  the  $36,000  in  question  was 


uan  yin 

ceding  Arts  Center 

A  Nonprofit  Clinic  Offering 
Acupuncture  &  Herbs  for 

•  Menopause 
•Smoking  Cessation  •  HIV 
•  PMS  •  Chronic  Hepatitis 
MediCal  •  Insurance  •  Sliding  Scale 
Call  (415)  861-4964  for  appointment 
1748  Market  Street  in  S.F. 

'TH'L  CLO^TLUl'JO-IiCHlT^S-L  MEVICMIP 


TENDERLOIN    AIDS    RESOURCE  CENTER 

EDUCATING,  EMPOWERING  AND  SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICES,  CASE  MANAGEMENT  AND  ON-GOING 
SUPPORT  GROUPS  ADDRESS  THE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES; 

HIV 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
TRANSGENDER  CONCERNS 
187  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE.    SF.  CA     94102      (41  5)  673-5442 


NEED  TO  TALK? 


AIDS/HIV 

NIGHTLINE 


The  following  events  were  compiled  by  Ozzit 
Santiago,  a  community  health  outreach 

worker,  at  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
(  enter  l\  you  would  like  to  see  vonr  events 

listed  in  tins  calendar,  <  ontact  Ozzie  at  431- 

747(i  Please  give  at  least  three  weeks  notit  < 

fbi  special  events. 

April  25.  10- 

"The  Rubberclub",  starring  Tua  Ida. 
Live  shows,  ftin  contests,  and  sale  sex  dem- 
onstrations. Presented  hv  the  Asian  AIDS 
Project  at  the  In  Touch  Bar.  I S48  Polk  St.  $2. 
All  proceeds  benefit  the  Asian  AIDS  PrqjeCI 
For  more  info  .  call  Dominic  at  227-0964. 

HIV  Antibody  Test  Sites 

These  are  testing  sites  in  the  Tenderloin: 
Tuesdays 

5  p.m.-K  p.m..  Anonymous  HIV  Antibody 
Testing:  St  Anthony's  Clinic.  105  Golden 
Gate  Ave  For  info.,  call  (415)  241-8320; 
\N  ednesdays 

12  p.m. -5  p.m.,  Confidential  HIV  Antibody 
Pesting;  Glide  Memorial  Church  Clinic.  330 
Ellis  St.,  Rm.  518.  For  more  info.,  call  (415) 
292-2260. 
Thursdays 

5  p.m.-1)  p.m..  Anonymous  HIV  Antibody 
Testing  South  ol  Market  Health  Center.  55 1 
Minna  St.  For  more  info.,  call  (415)  b26- 
2951. 

Weekly  Groups  in  the  Tenderloin 
Sundaj  s 

I  2p.m. -3  p.m. ."Filipino's  Positively  To- 
gether" Sponsored  by  the  Filipino  Task  Force 
on  AIDS.  For  more  info.,  call  Rob  at  703- 


overpaid  to  clients  by  an  "overly  generous  statt 
member.''  and  that  the  agenc\  is  gradually  re- 
trieving these  Funds  troin  clients  ami  residential 
hotels 

Hank  Wilson,  manager  ol  the  Ambassador 
Hotel,  where  many  of  the  A. I.D.S's  impover- 
ished. HIV-positive  clients  live,  came  to  the 
defense  of  the  agency.  Wilson  described  how  25 
residents  served  by  A.I.D.S  told  city  officials  at 
a  meeting  on  March  22  that  "they  were  pleased 
with  A.I  D.S's  serv  ices  and  hoped  that  their 
serv  ices  would  continue." 

"Even  though  they've  (A.I.D.S)  been  prob- 
lem-plagued, they've  made  a  big  difference  to 


l)X7X 
Mondays 

2p.m. -3p.m  .  "HIV+/Substance  Abuse  Rap 
gGroup"  Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  ('enter  For  mure  info  .  call  Domi- 
nique at  (415)431-7476. 

I  uesdays 

6  30pm  Spin,  HIV+  Drop-in  Group" 
Sponsored  by  the  Brother  Network  For  more 
info.,  call  Shurland  at  (415)749-6714 

Wednesdays 

I  p.m.-3p.m.."Transgendei  Support  Group" 
Sponsored  by  the Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center.  For  more  into  ,  call  Shen  at  431- 
7476. 

6  30  p  in  -X  p.m..  "HIV  Support  Group"  10 
uks  Sponsored  by  Brothers  Network  Foi 
more  info.,  call  Shurland  at  (415)  749*67  1 4 

7  p.m. -8:30  p.m.,  "Native  American  HIV 
Support  Group".  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  for  HIV  Program.  For 
more  info.,  call  Russell  at  (415)403-3800. 

Thursdays 

I  I  a.m.- 1 2  30  p  m  .  "HIV  Support  Group"  - 
lOwks.  Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  Center.  For  more  info  .  call  Eddy  at 
(415)431-7476. 

7  p.m. -8:30  p.m..  "African  American  treat- 
ment support  group  "  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  lor  HIV  program.  For 
more  info  call  Russell  at  (415  403-3800 


clients."  s;ud  Wilson. 

II  the  city  decides  tO  CUt  AID  Si'S  binding, 
city  investigator  Loyce  said  that  his  office  would 
help  current  clients  make  the  transition  to  an- 
Ot  her  agency.  "We  would  absolutely  be  commit- 
ted to  provide  services  to  people  in  the  Tender- 
loin." but  not  necessasrily  outreach  services  at 
the  Ambassador  Hotel,  he  s;iid 

The  Department  of  Public  Health's  Loyce 
has  put  one  oi  his  statt  members  at  AIDS  todo 
fiscal  oversight  of  the  agency  s  finances  Asked 
if  there  is  still  hope  tor  the  embattled  agency  lor 
funding  for  next  year.  Loyce  said.  "There's  al- 
ways hope  in  this  city." 


CliNTINUUM 

HIV       DAY  SERVICES 


We're  more  than 

a  "Health  Club"  for  PWAs 


Continuum  is  a  new  kind 
of  health  care  community 
for  people  living  with  AIDS 
and  disabling  HIV  disease 
who  want  to  stay  as  healthy 
as  possible. 

Our  licensed  day  health 
program  is  open 
Monday-Saturday 
9am  to  4pm. 

•  art  studio 
•  massage  &  physical  therapy 

•  counseling 

We  have  expanded!  &hiv  support  groups 

#  •  subsume  e  abuse  services 

If  yOU,  a  friend,  a  lOVer,  Or  •  community  college  classes 

a  family  member  are  interested        •  medical  consultations 
in  Continuum's  program,  '  "wsing& attendant  care 

■  i  ,--.-v  ~.        '  ~  •  morning  (!s  noon  meals 

Call  (415)241-5500.  .transportation 

•  field  trips 

Continuum  HIV  Day  Services 

10  United  Nations  Plaza 

(lex  ated  in  the  Civic  Center 
at  7th  &  Market  Streets) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


f  undinjc  provided  In  Oi-pl  ol  Public  He.illh  AIDS  i  HI..  ( 


668-AIDS 

•    5  P.M.  TO  5  A.M.  SEVEN  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 

This  program  is  funded  through  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Public  Health  AIDS  oflice 
tn  conjuction  with  the  Federal  Health  Resources  and  Services  Administration. 


10  Ma+cAJfipuU  Tm 


SPECIAL  HOUSING  SUPPLEMENT 


A  Special  Tenderloin  Times  Advertising  Section  focusing  on  the  contributions  of  those 
people  and  institutions  who  help  create  affordable  housing  in  San  Francisco. 


HOUSING  FOR  INDEPENDENT  PEOPLE 


Housing  for  Independent 
People  will  open  54  apartment 
units  of  Section  8  rent  subsi- 
dized housing  for  homeless 
mentally  ill  individuals  at  820 
O'Farrell  in  Fall  of  93.  Support 

services  will  be  provided  by 
Progress  Foundation.  Applica- 
tions will  be  taken  this  sum- 
mer." 

25  Taylor,  Suite  104, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 


THE  NORTH  OF  MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 

Promoting  the  development.  Rehabilitation  and 
management  of  quality,  affordable  housing  in 
San  Francisco 

Property  developrnrnt  tnd  min»<eTnent  icrvicc*  provufcd  by- 

TENDERLOIN  NEIGHBORHOOD  DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 
CHINESE  COMMUNrTY  HOUSING  CORPORATION 
CARITAS  MANAGEMENT  CORPORATION 

The  north  of  market  development  corporation 

has  provided  over  four  hundred  units  of 
affordable  quality  housing  in  the  Tenderloin 
Neighborhood  for  residents  of: 
THE  DALT  HOTEL 
THE  RTTZ  HOTEL 
THE  HAMLIN  HOTEL 
THE  WILLIAM  PENN  HOTEL 

THE  NORTH  OF  MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 

478  Eddy  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94109 
(415)  749-1635 


A.F.  EVANS  COMPANY,  INC. 
AND 

CHINESE  COMMUNITY  HOUSING  CORP. 


"Partners/Builders 
in  the  Tenderloin" 


PRESENT 


201  TURK  STREET 


Fall  1993  Opening 

Mixed  Residential! Retail 

Call  now  to  reserve  space  for  your 
business:  981-2844 

"Enterprise  Zone  Tax  Benefits" 


"Low  Interest  Loans  for  New 
and  Expanding  Businesses" 


Tenderloin 
Neighborhood 
Development 
G'«poRvnroi 


Providing 
affordable 
housing 


Strengthening 
the 
community 


230  Hyde  Street 
SF,  CA  94102 
(415)  776-2151 


MISSION  STATEMENT:  TNDC  supports  the 
growth  of  a  community  of  diverse  populations, 
the  empowerment  of  residents,  and  the 
creation,  preservation,  and  maintenance  of 
decent  and  permanently  affordable  housing. 


ABOUT  THE  ORGANIZATION  TNIX  is  a 
non-profit  housing  developer  created  in  1981 
We  own  and  manage  9  buildings  with  584  units 
of  housing  for  low-income  people  in  the 
Tenderloin  and  Western  Addition.  Rents  range 
from  $2227month  for  a  hotel  room  to  $645  for 
a  2-bcdroom  apartment. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR  SALE 


FULL  KITCHEN  RESTAURANT.  1.000  SQ. 
FEET  +  BASEMENT.  CHEAP  RENT 

IDEAL  LOCATION  FOR  THE  TENDER- 
LOIN COMMUNITY  CALL  668-1757  FOR 

_  MORE  INFO.  OR  LEAVEMESSAGE.  _ 

vnauniflujra  re  fcdpmui  9000  «wi  «n 
lorrfgoonnmlaitnundB  nflanKfjanffim^jinio 
ToSn^trumflajjnBtam^v  QpfclWIMnfflliflfl  feBqjyj 
||I|H|  tnujtuBB  HMLSMM  ulrii^nnranH|f 


CAN  BAN 
MOT  NHA  HANG  CO  BEP  rOnc, 

1000  SQUARE  FEET. 
+  CIA  THUE  RE  DUOl  TANG  HAM. 
MOT  D\A  DIEM  LV  TUONG  CHO  CONG 
DONG  TENDERLOIN 
HAY  GOI  S6  668-1757  DE*  BIET 
THEM  CHI  TIFT  HOAC  NHAN  LAI 


INDOCHLNESE 

HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

Mission:  To  serve  the  Southeast  Asian 
refugee  community  by  providing  safe, 
clean  and  affordable  housing.  Tenant 
empowerment  is  our  goal! 

Founded  in  1981,  IHDC  provides  hous- 
ing at  two  Tenderloin  locations  for  nearly 
500  multi-cultural  residents. 

Secret  of  success:  tenant  empowerment 
through  dignity  and  respect  for  all  people. 

340  Eddy  Street,  #100 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
 (415)441-2872  


CHINESE 
COMMUNITY 
HOUSING 
CORPORATION 

Celebrating  our  15th  year  of 
fostering  affordable  bousing 

TENDERLOIN  PROJECTS  OWNED  OK 
MANAGED  BY  CCHC: 

St.  Claire  Residence,  585  Geary 
Cambridge  Hotel.  473  Ellis 
William  Perm  Hotel,  160  Eddy 
Hamlin  Hotel,  385  Eddy 
Eddy  Street  Marketplace,  160  Edd) 
(Opening  March  1993) 
Tenderloin  Family  Housing,  201 
Turk  (To  be  completed  in  November 
TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  TO: 

Arlington  Hotel,  480  Ellis 
Seismic  Rehab 

375  Eddy  Street  Apartments 


SAN  FRANC/SCO 
NETWORK  MINISTRIES 

& 

ASIAN  NEIGHBORHOOD  DESIGN 


constructing  affordable 

family  housing  in  the 
Tenderloin,  due  to  open 
September  1994 


Congratulations  and  thanks 
to  the  Tenderloin  Times  for 
keeping  this  concern  alive 
and  before  us  all. 


HOUSING  CLASSIFIEDS 


MARLTON  MANOR 
240  JONES  STREET 

Senior  Citizen 
Disabled 
Section  8 

Units  now  available.  Meal  program. 
No  cooking  facilities  in  rooms. 
Call  885-0361. 


FOR  RENT 


$325,  SRO  rooms  in  newly 
renovated  bldg.  Spacious 
community  kitchens,  conveinent 
to  shops,  services,  &  transporta- 
tion. Familes  of  two  welcome. 
Apply  in  person  at  160  Eddy  St., 
10-12  AM  or  1-4  PM,  Mon-Fri. 
Equal  Opportnity  Housing. 
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f3tHW19  9Cl  ttfgUimjffianUllth    The  Sixth  Annual  Tenderloin 
Walkathon     MUHtriiniURti  CUJUtilUlUS  ttfaUIRU  Bay  Area  Women's 
Resource  Center  \\S)  tUSti  tttnRU  Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates  tSUJiUn 
nJSI  tojtfRlURHRtittJRStRMSl  Tenderloin  RtftS    Walkathon  tSS 
S»G1th{jUt9JMSlith»  9  HWjcmGnifl  Civic  Center  (GStOJTlStSl 
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ins  si  tStrunRMRcatnsncuTtnsmsu  wu9JttnuRtc\53  onl6- 
iDdoo  y  cJdd-^iD^i 

April  18 

The  Sixth  Annual  Tenderloin  Walkathon:  Join  the  Bay  Area  Women's 
Resource  Center  and  the  Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates  in  raising 
money  for  the  children  of  the  Tenderloin.  The  Walkathon  will  begin  at 
Civic  Center  at  1 :00  p.m  (registration  at  noon)  and  end  with  a  Neigh- 
borhood Fair  on  Ellis  and  Hyde  (2:00  to  5:00  p.m).    Buy  decorative 
kites  at  the  beginning  of  the  Walkathon  route  and  at  the  Street  Fair  to 
support  both  Tenderloin  organizations  and  the  children  and  teens  they 
help.  Call  (415)  474-2400  or  885-5929  for  info. 
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TIN  TUC  CONG  DONG  NGUOI  VIET 

CU  DAN  DOAN  KfiT  D£  CAl  TlfiN  AN  NINH  TRONG  CHUNG  CU 


Phong  sU  cua  Julie  Gilden 

Ban  dich  Viet  Ngu*  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Chan  ngay  voi  nhtfng  "toi  ac  tren 
duong  pho"  lan  tran  vao  trong  nhtfng 
hanh  lang  cua  ho,  nhung  cu  dan  cua 
buyn  dinh  chung  cu  Pearsonia  hien 
dang  phoi  hop  de  gianh  lai  toa  buyn 
dinh  cua  ho  bang  each  dem  den  mot 
luong  sinh  khi  moi  cho  hoi  cu  dan  cua 
ho. 

Qui  tu  mot  nhom  ngtfdi  gom  nhieu 
sac  toe  khac  nhau  xuat  xtf  tii  Cuu  Kim 
Son,  Yemen,  Dai  Han,  Viet  Nam,  va  Me 
Tay  Co  tai  mot  buoi  hop  cua  hoi  cu  dan 
tai  hanh  lang  cua  lau  ba,  nhtfng  cu  dan 
tai  401  Hyde  Street  bat  dau  phoi  hop  de 
ngan  cho  buyn  dinh  Personia  khong  di 
vao  con  duong  cua  nhung  buyn  dinh 
chung  cu"  lan  can  khac.  Nhtfng  cu  dan  6 
day  da  phai  goi  canh  sat  19  lan  trong  4 
thang  vua  qua,  va  ho  e  ngai  rang  toi  ac 
tren  duong  pho  va  trong  nhung  buyn 
dinh  lan  can  co  the  lan  tran  den  buyn 
dinh  Pearsonia.  Thi  du,  mot  buyn  dinh 
gan  do  da  phai  goi  canh  sat  den  300  lan 
ke  tu  thang  1 1  nam  ngoai.  Canh  sat  xac 
nhan  nhung  lo  au  cua  cu  dan  6  day  ve 
kha  nang  ngay  cang  gap  nhieu  rac  roi 
trong  buyn  dinh  cua  ho  va  cho  biet  rang 


day  pho  400  cua  Hyde  Street  la  mot 
trong  nhung  khu  pho  co  nhieu  toi  ac 
xay  ra  nhat. 

Brad  Bostick,  mot  ctf  dan  cua  Pearsonia 
trong  37  nam  qua,  noi  mot  each  buc 
tuc:  "Chung  toi  phai  ganh  chiu  tat  ca 
nhung  ke  dung  buyn  dinh  cua  chung 
toi  vao  viec  hanh  nghe  mai  dam  va 
buon  ban  ma  tuy  ~  chua  ke  den  viec 
chung  con  nham  vao  nhCing  cu  dan  Ion 
tuoi  va  khong  biet  noi  tieng  Anh.  Chung 
toi  can  co  mot  nhan  vien  bao  ve  thtfbng 
trtfc  6  day." 

Cang  ngay  cang  co  nhieu  cu  dan  6  day 
bi  nhtfng  ke  la  mat  quay  ray  trong  nhung 
hanh  lang.  Mot  thanh  nien  Viet  Nam 
xin  dau  ten  da  ta  lai  lan  ma  anh  ay  danh 
tra  mot  ten  cuop  khi  bi  tan  cong  va  da 
day  dtfac  han  ta  sang  mot  ben  de  tau 
thoat  vao  trong  can  chung  cu  cua  minh. 

Cac  cu  dan  cung  con  phan  nan  la  ho 
thudng  xuyen  bi  nguoi  la  di  theo  vao 
trong  buyn  dinh  bang  each  len  vao  trong 
khi  ho  mo  khoa  cong  va  cua  truoc  cua 
tao  buyn  dinh.  Anh  Ho  Dao,  45  tuoi,  cho 
biet:  "Toi  danh  phai  de  cho  ho  di  vao 
thoi.  Ai  biet  duoc  chung  se  lam  gi  neu 
toi  khong  cho  chiing  vao."  Anh  cung 
cho  biet  them  la  mot  ngtfdi  ho  hang  cua 
anh  da  chung  kien  mot  cuoc  au  da  giua 


QUYEN  HUONG  TRO  CAP  THAT  NGHlfiP 


Phong  sU  cua  Zile  Wu 

Zile  Wu  hi  mot  nhan  vien  tro  kuit  tai 
Aisan  Law  Caucus 

Ban  dich  Viet  Ngtf  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Trong  sau  thang  vua  qua,  tren  hai 
muai  cong  nhan  Viet  Nam  da  den 
Asian  Law  Caucus  sau  khi  bi  ruchoi 
tien  tro  cap  that  nghiep. 

Ban  Phat  Trien  Cong  An  Viec  Lam 
(EDD)  tu  choi  khong  cap  cho  ho  tien  tro 
cap  that  nghiep  sau  khi  do  loi  cho  ho  la 
da  khai  sai  lam  ve  ca  nhan  cua  ho  vi  ho 
danhvaocho  "laid  off"  tren  don  xin  ciia 
ho  trong  khi  thuc  te  la  ho  da  bi  duoi  viec 
hoac  da  tu  y  nghi  viec. 
Nhung  rat  nhieu  nguoi  trong  so  nhung 
cong  nhan  nay  la  nhung  cong  nhan  di 
cu  ngudi  A  Dong  chi  biet  noi  tieng  me 
de  cua  ho  va  khong  biet  su  khac  biet 
giua  "laid  off"  va  "discharged"  trong 
tieng  Anh  va  co  the  co  quyen  hudng  tro 
cap  that  nghiep  neu  ho  kien  EDD.  Neu 
cong  nhan  nao  thay  rang  minh  da  bi  tu 
choi  tien  that  nghiep  v  i  ly  do  nay,  anh  ta 
nen  nho  mot  luat  su  giup  nop  don 
khieu  nai  ve  viec  bi  tu  choi  voi  van 
phong  Tro  Cap  That  Nghiep. 

Duoi  day  la  nhung  loi  giai  thich  ve 
quyen  loi  phap  ly  cua  nhan  vien  doi  voi 
tro  cap  that  nghiep. 

Theo  Bo  Luat  Tro  Cap  That  Nghiep 
thi  mot  ca  nhan  khong  duoc  huong  tro 
cap  that  nghiep  neu  nhu  anh  ta  tu  y  bo 
viec  dang  lam  ma  khong  co  mot  ly  do 
chinh  dang  hoac  gia  da  bi  duoi  viec  vi  co 
hanh  vi  sai  trai. 

Tuy  nhien,  co  rat  nhieu  su"  hieu  lam  rat 
pho  bien  ve  quyen  hudng  tro  cap  that 
nghiep. 

Hieu  lam:  khi  cong  nhan  bo  viec  trie 
la  ho  cd  loi  va  khong  nen  cho  hudng 
quyen  tro  cap  that  nghiep.  Su  that  la: 
neu  cac  cong  nhan  bo  viec  vdi  mot  ly  do 
chinh  dang  thi  ho  se  khong  bi  tu  choi 
tien  fcro  cap  that  nghiep.  Thi  du,  mot  so 
cong  nhan  tro  thanh  nan  nhan  cua 
nhung  su  gheo  cot  hoac  ky  thi  mau  da 
tai  noi  lam  viec.  Di£u  kien  lam  viec  cang 
ngay  cang  tro  nen  toi  te  cho  den  khi 
ngudi  cong  nhan  do  khong  con  du  stfc 
chiu  dung  duoc  nua.  Trong  nhung 
triidng  hop  khac  cong  nhan  bo  viec  de 
bao  ve  stfc  khde  vi  mdi  trUong  lam  viec 
co  nguy  hai  den  cho  sue  khde  cua  ho. 
Day  cung  la  mot  ly  do  chinh  dang  cho 


cong  nhan  tu  y  bd  viec.  Va  day  cung  la 
mot  ly  do  chinh  dang  khi  mot  cong 
nhan  bd  viec  sau  khi  luong  bong  cua 
anh  ta  bi  cat  giam  nhieu,  chang  han  nhu 
la  25  phan  tram.  Trong  nhung  tinh 
hudng  nhu  vay  hoac  la  tuong  tu  nhu 
vay,  cac  cong  nhan  dung  ngan  ngai 
danh  vao  cho  "quit" 6  so  1 1  tren  don  xin. 
Roi  ho  phai  giai  thich  that  can  ke  tai  sao 
ho  bd  viec  tren  mot  mau  don  rieng  biet. 

Hieu  lam:  cac  cong  nhan  tu  ddng  bi 
tuoc  quyen  hudng  tro  cap  that  nhgiep 
neu  ho  bi  duoi  viec.  Su  that  thi:  cac  cong 
nhan  khong  duoc  hudng  tro  cap  that 
nghiep  chi  khi  nao  ho  bi  duoi  viec  vi  cd 
hanh  vi  sai  trai.  Co  rat  nhieu  tinh  hudng 
khi  ma  mot  ngtfdi  chu  duoi  mot  nhan 
vien  nao  do  vi  anh  ta  lam  viec  qua  cham 
chap  mac  du  anh  ta  da  cd  gang  net  sue 
ma  van  khong  cai  tien  duoc  chat  luong 
viec  lam  cua  minh.  Lam  viec  qua  cham 
khong  dung  y  thich  cua  nguoi  chu 
khong  duoc  dinh  nghia  la  mot  hanh  vi 
sai  trai.  Neu  ngudi  cong  nhan  do  da  lam 
hot  sue  minh  trong  cong  viec  duoc  giao 
pho  va  khong  vi  pham  nhung  van  de 
nhu  la  bien  thu  tien  bac  cua  cong  ty  hoac 
khong  tuan  theo  nhung  chi  thi  chinh 
dang  cua  cap  quail  ly  thi  du  cho  bi  duoi 
viec  nguoi  cong  nhan  do  cung  khong 
mat  quyen  hudng  tro  cap  that  nghiep. 
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hai  ngudi  ma  mot  ngiioi  co  the  la  mot  cd 
gai  mai  dam. 

Cac  cu  dan  cung  cho  biet  rang  cac 
thung  thu  nam  ngay  ben  trong  cua  tru'oc 
da  bi  cay  qua  nhieu  lan  den  noi  bay  gio 
ngudi  ta  cd  the  md  chung  mot  each  de 
dang  ma  khong  can  phai  dung  den  chia 
khoa. 

Kct  qua  la,  theo  nhung  cu  dan  d  day, 
nhieu  giay  to  quan  trong  va  ngan  phieu 
da  bi  danh  cap  trong  vai  thang  vua  qua. 
Cu  dan  cho  rang  quan  ly  Laura  Chafee 
va  chu  nhan  Eugenia  Ilitovitch  da  to  ra 
lo  la  trudc  nhung  yeu  cau  khan  khoan 
cua  ho  ve  viec  sua  chua  thung  thu. 

Ngoai  nhimg  lo  au  ve  an  ninh,  nhung 
cu  dan  tai  budi  hop  cung  phan  nan  ve 
rac  ren,  vdi  vCa  ra  chung  quanh  nhimg 
d  dien  trong  phdng  tarn,  va  tinh  trang 
nhung  ke  chiem  cu  dem  chua  do  dac 


cua  ho  trong  tang  ham. 

Nhung  quan  ly  cua  toa  buyn  dinh  nay 
len  tieng  bao  ve  minh.  Quan  ly  Chaffee 
noi  ve  tinh  trang  xam  nhap  cua  te  nan 
tren  duong  pho  vao  trong  tda  buyn 
dinh  nhu  sau:  "Tdicogang  khong  phan 
biet  d  day.  NhQng  ngudi  co  chia  khoa 
khong  nen  de  cho  nhung  ke  khac  lot 
vao." 

Quan  ly  cung  bao  chua  tai  sao  phai 
mat  den  4  thang  de  sua  chua  nhung 
thung  thU,  ndi  rang  ho  da  phai  thuc 
hien  nhieu  sua  chua  ton  kem  cho  toa 
buyn  dinh.  Quan  ly  Chaffee  ndi  rang 
chu  nhan  ciia  tai  san  nay  da  phai  tra 
3.000  My  Kim  de  sua  chua  mot  ong 
thoat  nuoc  vi  mot  ke  bui  ddi  da  nhet 
nhieu  chai  lo  xuong  ong  thoat  nuoc  nay 
tu  tren  noc  nha. 


Tai  mot  budi 
hop  cong  ddng 
ngay 12  thang  3 
Muc  su  Cecil 
Williams  ciia 
Glide  Church  da 
dUa  ra  mo  hinh 
nay  ve  mot 
buyn  dinh  9 
tang  ma  Muc  su 
mudn  cho  xay 
cat  de  lam  noi 
cu  tru  cho 
nhung  th.in  chu 
cua  Glide  ngay 
tren  bai  dau  xe 
ke  can  nha  tho. 
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VIETNAMESE 
COMMUNITY  NEWS 


MOT  NHA  TU  TRONG 
KHU  TENDERLOIN 


Phong  sU  cua  Barbara  Ferry 

Ban  dich  Viet  NgQ  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Mot  buyn  dinh  chung  cu  tren  duong 
Taylor  va  Turk  da  lang  le  mo  cua  hoi 
thang  truoc  va  tro  thanh  nha  tu  dau  tien 
tai  Cuu  Kim  Son  duoc  dat  duoi  sU  cai 
quan  cua  tu  nhan,  danh  cho  nhung  tu 
nhan  cho  ngay  ra  toa. 

Theo  Icti  cua  Kevin  Foster,  giam  doc 
cua  Alternative  Custody  Programs  true 
thudc  Van  Phong  Canh  Sat  Truong  cua 
Cuu  Kim  Son  thi  Electic  Communica- 
tions Inc.  of  Ventura,  California  sechua 
den  50  pham  nhan  tai  dia  diem  cua 
cong  ty  nay  so  1 1 1  Taylor  Street.  Foster 
cho  biet  rang  EC1,  mot  cong  ty  da  tung 
thuc  hien  mot  chuong  trinh  phuc  hoi 
chuc  nang  lien  quan  den  ma  tuy  danh 
cho  nhung  nguoi  dang  duoc  tarn  tha 
trong  toa  buyn  dinh  nay,  se  duoc  tra  57 
My  Kim  mot  ngay  cho  tung  pham  nhan. 

Foster  noi  rang  tinh  trang  qua  dong 
due  trong  nha  tu  cua  hat,  noi  ma  phi  ton 
giam  giu  moi  pham  nhan  len  den  300 
My  Kim  mot  ngay,  khien  cho  ECI  tro 
thanh  mot  bifn  phap  giai  quyet  tot  dep. 
Foster  noi:  "Con  bien  phap  giai  quyet 
nua  la  de  cho  nguoi  ta  ngu  trong  nhung 
nha  ve  sinh  hoac  tha  ra  sau  khi  cam  ket 
voi  quan  toa  va  roi  trdn  khong  ra  toa 
I  uon." 

1  lien  tai  van  chua  ro  rang  rang  vice 
bien  mot  cho  6  tro  thanh  mot  nha  tu  co 
doi  hoi  giay  phep  dac  biet  cua  thanh 
pho  hay  nhung  buoi  dieu  tran  hay 
khong.  Eugene  Coleman,  chuyen  vien 


ve  van  de  cong  tac  ciia  nguoi  dan,  hien 
lam  viec  cho  Ban  Ke  Hoach  cua  Thanh 
Pho,  noi  rang  ong  ta  khong  he  biet  den 
bat  cu  nhung  su  nghien  cuu  nao  ve  anh 
hiicVng  cua  nha  tu  nay  doi  voi  khu  Ten- 
derloin. 

Richard  Allman,  chii  tich  cua  Ban 
Giam  Doc  cua  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition,  cho  biet:  "Cac  gioi  chuc 
chinh  quyen  coi  Tenderloin  nhu  the  la 
mot  cho  chua  tat  ca  nhung  gi  ma  thanh 
pho  khong  muon  giai  quyet.  Viec  dat 
mot  nha  tu  co  anh  huong  Ion  nhu  the 
nay  trong  khu  Tenderloin  ma  khong 
hoi  y  kien  ciia  nhung  doan  the  cong 
dong  la  mot  su  coi  thuong  qua  muc." 

Foster  noi  rang  theo  nhung  gi  ong  ta 
duoc  biet  thi  mot  so  pham  nhan  tuyen 
chon  boi  toa  an  se  duoc  dua  den  dia 
diem  tren  duong  Taylor  vao  tuan  le  thu 
nhi  cua  thang  Ba.  Mot  khi  da  duoc  dua 
den  do,  ho  se  duoc  canh  phong  can  mat 
24  gio  dong  ho  mot  ngay  boi  nhiing 
nguoi  bao  ve  khong  mang  vii  khi  va  chi 
dupe  roi  nha  tu  de  ra  hau  toa  hoac  de 
duoc  cap  cuu  ve  mat  y  te.  Theo  Foster 
thi  nhung  nguoi  bao  ve  se  khong  duoc 
trang  bj  vu  khi  la  vi  So  Canh  Sat  muon 
tranh  tinh  trang  tu  nhan  giut  sung  ciia 
nhung  nguoi  bao  ve. 

Chanh  su  cua  Canh  Sat  Truong,  co 
Eileen  Hirst,  noi  rang  theo  co  biet  thi 
hau  hot  nhung  pham  nhan  se  la  nhung 
nguoi  mac  toi  trdm  cap  hoac  dinh  liu 
den  van  de  ma  tuy.  Eileen  noi:  "Chung 
toi  se  khong  dua  sang  do  nhung  ke  can 
toi  giet  ngUdi." 


BINH  LUAN:  THANH  PH6  N£N  DANH 
THUfi  NHTJNG  BUYN  DINH  B6  TR6NG 


Tran  Hoai  Bac  dich 

Nan  bui  doi  hien  nhien  la  mot  van  de 
quan  trong  tai  Cuu  Kim  Son  va  nhieu 
thanh  pho  khac  tren  toan  nuoc  My. 

Gan  day  ban  be  cua  toi  va  toi  da  thao 
luan  van  de  nay.  Nhieu  nguoi  trong 
chung  toi  dong  y  rang  su  hien  dien  cua 
nhung  ke  vo  gia  cu  duoi  pho  co  hai  cho 
nganh  kinh  doanh  chu  yeu  cua  thanh 
pho:  do  la  ky  nghe  du  lich. 
Hien  nhien  la  du  khach  den  tham  CUu 
Kim  Son  khong  the  ngo  se  nhin  thay 
nhieu  ke  bui  ddi  den  nhu  vay.  Khong 
nhung  the,  nhung  ngUdi  ban  den  tham 
thanh  pho  nay  cua  toi  cung  con  sung  sot 
khong  kem  boi  nhung  toa  buyn  dinh 
dong  ciia  bo  khong. 

Rd  rang  la  co  mot  su  lien  quan  giua  hai 
van  de  nay.  Da  nhieu  nam  nay  chung  ta 
cd  gang  giai  quyet  tinh  trang  vd  gia  cu 
va  khong  thanh  cong.  Ong  thi  truong 
Jordan,  nguoi  da  dac  cu  boi  vi  dng  ta  da 
hiia  se  giai  quyet  nan  bui  doi,  bay  gio 
cung  danh  bo  tay .  Tai  sao?  Boi  vi  co  den 
hang  ngan  ngudi  khong  noi  sinh  song. 
Dong  thoi,  hang  tram  buyn  dinh  bi 
dong  ciia,  bo  khong,  va  la  mot  canh  gai 
mat  cho  moi  ngudi. 

NhUng  buyn  dinh  nay  tro  thanh 
nhung  vo  so  rong  hoac  giong  nhu  mot 
16  hong  duoi  dat  chang  han  nhu  Inter- 
national Hotel  tren  dudng  Kearny  do 
tinh  trang  dau  co  dia  6c.  NhUng  chu 
nhan  tai  san  mua  nhQng  tai  san  nay 
nhieu  nam  truoc  day  voi  nhQng  gia  re 
mat  va  hy  vong  se  ldi  Ion  mot  khi  khu 
vUc  nay  dUpc  cai  tien.  Ho  khong  muon 
dong  gdp  vao  su  cii  tien  nay.  Thay  vi 
vay  ho  chi  muon  loi  dung  nhQng  no  lUc 
ciia  cU  dan  dia  phuong,  ciia  cac  co  so 
thuong  mai  va  ciia  thanh  pho.  Giong 
nhu  nhQng  con  ky  sinh  trUng,  ho  ngoi 
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chd.  Va  de  thuc  hien  nhUng  vu  budn 
ban  trong  tuong  lai  mot  each  de  dang, 
ho  khong  muon  cho  thue  vi  so  nhung 
cu  dan  den  thue  co  the  lam  can  tro  viec 
lam  an  ciia  ho. 
Duoi  day  la  nhung  gi  ma  thanh  pho  co 
the  lam  duoc  cho  van  de  nay.  Mot  bien 
phap  co  the  la  ap  dung  mot  chi  phi  cho 
phep  dong  ciia  bo  khong.  Muc  dich  6 
day  khong  phai  la  de  phat  nhung  chii 
nhan  muon  sua  chOa  buyn  dinh  ciia  ho. 
Cai  dich  d  day  la  nhung  buyn  dinh  da 
bd  hoang  nhieu  nam  trdi.  Cach  tinh  chi 
phi  co  the  la  hinh  thuc  tang  tUng  budc 
mot:  khdi  dau  la  mot  chi  phi  nhd  nhung 
roi  tang  len  moi  thang  ma  tai  san  van 
con  bd  trong.  Den  mot  gidi  han  nao  do 
va  neu  chi  phi  khong  dUoc  thanh  toan 
trong  vong  ba  muoi  ngay  thi  thanh  pho 
co  the  thuc  hien  nhung  bien  phap  trung 
thu  tai  san.  Neu  khong  co  nguoi  mua  lai 
thi  buyn  dinh  hoac  khu  dat  do  se  tro 
thanh  tai  san  cua  thanh  pho. 

De  nghi  nay  nham  vao  ke  dau  co  dia 
6c  thu  dong  khong  muon  dong  gop  vao 
sU  phdn  thinh  ciia  thanh  pho.  Sau  do 
thanh  pho  co  the  lam  gi  voi  nhung  buyn 
dinh  va  nhung  khu  dat  ma  thanh  pho  co 
dUoc  tU  ke  hoach  nay?  ChUng  nen  duoc 
duy  tri  nhu  la  tai  san  ciia  thanh  pho  ma 
co  the  cho  nhung  doan  the  va  to  chuc 
thue  mUon  va  thuc  hien  loai  gia  cU  gia 
re. 

Chung  ta  can  phai  thuc  hien  mot  hanh 
dong  can  dam  nay.  Khong  phai  chi  vi 
quyen  loi  ciia  nhflng  ke  bui  ddi  ma  con 
la  de  ho  tro  mot  trong  nhung  nguon  loi 
rQc  chu  yeu  ciia  chung  ta  la  ky  nghe  du 
lich. 

Chung  ta  hay  loai  trU  nhQng  con  ky 
sinh  trung  dia  6c  dang  an  bam  vao 
thanh  pho  nay  va  dang  an  bam  vao  tat 
ca  chung  ta. 

-Jean  Pierre  Salzman 


Photo  Jennifer  Chee 

Hay  tham  gia  voi  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center  va  Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates 
trong  viec  gay  qui  cho  thieu  nhi  ciia  khu  Tenderloin  Cuoc  di  bo  nay  se  bat  dau  tai  Civic 
Center  vao  idc  1  gio  trua  (ghi  ten  vao  12  gid  trua)  va  ket  thuc  voi  mot  Hoi  Cho  tren  hai 
con  duong  Ellis  va  Hvde. 

This  picture  is  of  a  child  walking  in  the  Tenderloin's  Walkathon  for  children.  This 
year  the  walkathon  will  take  place  April  18,  starting  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Civic  Center 
and  ending  with  a  street  fair  at  Ellis  and  Hyde  streets. 


QUI  TAl  TRO  LlfiN  BANG 
GIUP  NGAN  CHAN  T0I  AC 
TRONG  KHU  TENDERLOIN 


Phong  sU  ciia  Dan  Field 
Tran  Hoai  Bac  dich 

Canh  tranh  voi  15  quan  hat  khac  tren 
toan  tieu  bang,  Cuu  Kim  Son  gan  day 
da  gianh  duoc  500.000  My  Kim  trong 
qui  ciia  lien  bang  de  giai  quyet  nhung 
van  de  xa  hoi  va  toi  ac  trong  khu  Ten- 
derloin. 

Khoan  tai  tro  nay  doc  dao  d  chd  no  ddi 
pho  voi  "van  de  toi  ac"  theo  mot  phuong 
cach  moi  me.  Thay  vi  chi  nhan  manh  su 
gia  tang  van  de  bao  ve  luat  phap,  mon 
tien  nay  duoc  dUng  de  thUc  hien  nhung 
loai  tranh  ve  tren  tudng  va  nhung  du  an 
cong  dong  khac  chang  han  nhu  quet 
don  dUdng  pho,  nhung  buoi  hoi  thao  ve 
an  ninh  cho  nhQng  ngUdi  cao  nien,  va 
giao  due  ve  te  nan  ma  tuy  cho  thanh 
thieu  nien. 

Thieu  Uy  Lawrence  Ryan  ciia  So  Canh 
Sat,  dong  thdi  cung  la  giam  sat  vien  ciia 
du  an  nay,  cho  biet:  "Day  la  landau  tien 
co  quan  hat  duoc  trao  tang  khoan  tai 
tro  nay  trong  Tieu  Bang  California.  Hien 
nhien  day  la  mot  trong  nhung  khoan  tai 
tro  cao  nhat  ma  So  Canh  Sat  Cuu  Kim 
Son  tUng  nhan  duoc." 

Voi  khoan  tai  tro  "Chien  Dich  Tai 
Kien  Thiet,"  ba  doan  the  dich  vu  xa  hoi 
se  nhan  duoc  38.000  My  Kim  cho  rieng 
minh:  North  of  Market  Planning  Coali- 
tion, North  of  Market  Senior  Services, 
va  Trung  Tarn  Phat  Trien  Thanh  Thieu 
Nien  Viet  Nam  VYDC.  Tat  ca  so  tien 
nay  phai  duoc  tieu  dung  trUdc  cuoi 
nam  1993,  trU  phi  tieu  bang  cap  them 
cho  mot  khoan  tai  tro  gia  han. 

Giam  doc  ciia  North  of  Market  Senior 
Services  la  Vera  Haile  du  tinh  dUng  so 
tien  nay  de  "cung  co  nhUng  moi  day  lien 
lac  giua  nhUng  cu  dan  tre  tuoi  va  Ion 
tuoi  trong  khu  Tenderloin."  Vdi  muc 
dich  do,  khoan  tai  tro  se  dUoc  dung  de 
thUc  hien  chuong  trinh  lien  ket  the  he 
ma  se  noi  North  of  Market  Senior  Ser- 
vices vdi  VYDC.  Thanh  thieu  nien  se 
tham  gia  nhung  chUong  trinh  nghe  thuat 
va  giai  tri  cUng  voi  cac  vi  cao  nien,  dich 
thuat,  va  nhung  hoat  dong  ngan  chan 
toi  ac  chang  han  nhu  la  thap  tUng  cac  vi 


cao  nien  trong  khu  Tenderloin. 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
se  nhan  38.000  My  Kim  de  phoi  hop 
nhung  su  huan  luyen  cho  ca  chii  nhan 
va  nguoi  d  tro  cung  nhu  la  giup  thanh 
lap  nhung  nhom  bao  ve  cu  dan  de  van 
dong  hanh  lang  trong  City  Hall  sao  cho 
nhiing  bd  luat  gia  cu  se  duoc  day  manh. 
Nhung  buoi  huan  luyen  sechi  cach  cho 
nguoi  d  tro  nhan  biet  nhung  su  vi  pham 
bd  luat  va  cong  tac  voi  nhung  co  quan 
ciia  thanh  pho  bao  gom  so  canh  sat,  so 
y  te,  so  cUu  hda,  va  nhung  vien  thanh 
tra  gia  cu  de  giai  quyet  nhung  vu  vi 
pham.  Ngoai  ra,  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition  cung  muon  gay  ap  lUc 
ddi  hoi  them  gia  cu  trong  khu  Tender- 
loin. 

Ve  phan  minh,  Sd  Canh  Sat  se  tang 
them  1 .300  gid  cho  canh  sat  dong  phuc 
di  haan  trong  nam  toi  va  1.300  gio  nua 
cho  su  hoat  dong  ciia  canh  sat  chim. 

Khoan  tai  tro  nay  cung  danh  mot 
phan  cho  mot  si  quan  cao  cap  phu  trach 
van  de  tarn  tha  de  giam  sat  chat  che  25 
ke  tarn  tha  trong  khu  Tenderloin.  Hau 
het  nhung  si  quan  phu  trach  ke  tarn  tha 
thuong  phai  giam  sat  den  400  ke  tarn 
tha  mot  luc  khien  cho  bat  cu  nhung  su 
"giam  sat  nghiem  ngat"  nao  cung  deu 
khong  the  thuc  hien  duoc. 

NhUng  dich  vu  mdi  me  khac  se  bao 
gom  25  ngay  quay  video  va  chup  hinh 
trong  nhQng  chien  dich  "bat  qua  tang 
mua  ban  ma  tuy"  to  chuc  boi  Ban  Ma 
Tuy  trUc  thudc  Sd  Canh  Sat  ma  se  dUoc 
thUc  hien  knap  noi  trong  khu  Tender- 
loin; viec  thay  the  nhQng  cot  den  dudng 
hien  dang  su  dung  nhung  bong  den  200 
watt  bang  nhQng  cot  den  voi  bong  den 
400  watt;  va  mot  chuong  trinh  ma  se 
dUa  6  tU  nhan  trong  Work  Alternative 
Program  cua  Canh  Sat  Trudng  di  lau 
tudng,  quet  dUdng  va  son  nha. 

Suzanne  Gautier  cua  SAFE  Inc.  tai 
Cuu  Kim  Son  cho  biet:  "Neu  dat  trong 
tarn  vao  viec  bao  ve  luat  phap  thi  chUng 
ta  se  chinh  don  thanh  pho  nhanh  chong." 
Con  vdi  chuong  trinh  nay  thi  cd  nhieu 
tiem  nang  hon  cho  nhQng  ket  qua  lau 
did." 


